The religion of Islam requires accepting some main Articles of Faith. These 
are the core beliefs - without any one of these, one would not be accepted as a believer. 
The acceptance of these Articles leads to the practical five Pillars of Islam. 


The Five Pillars of Islam are the Fundamental duties in a Muslims life, which lead to 
living a good and responsible life according to Islam. 


The Five Pillars Consist of: 
~@ eShahaadah (Testimony): Declaration of Faith 


Muslims declare their faith by saying: “Laa ilaaha il-lAllaah, Muhammadur rasoolul-laah” which means 

"There is none worthy of worship besides God (Allah) and Muhammad, peace be upon him, is His 
_ Messenger". The declaration signifies belief in the purpose of life as fulfilling the commands of Allah 

(God), as shown by the Messenger. Also by reciting the Shahaadah with sincerity and conviction, one can 
_ enter the Islamic faith and become a Muslim. 


__ A physical and mental means of worship prescribed five times a day. This is a direct link between the 
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_ Salaat (Prayer). Muslims can pray anywhere which is clean, ensuring they face the Holy Ka’ba in Makkaah, 

_ Saudi Arabia. Salaat (Prayer) is performed at set times: before sunrise, at midday, in the afternoon, in the 
‘evening after the sunsets and at nightfall. 


-eZakaat (Purity or Charity): Almsgiving 


The Arabic word Zakaat means to purify. Muslims give 2.5% of their surplus wealth to charity annually. 
This shows obedience to God and prevents greed. Zakaat is given to the poor and those that are less 
fortunate than ourselves. It is believed that by giving charity, the possessions you keep are made pure. 


Doyen (m-kel ale ppm ms ei ave m DlUlalavemual=m\i(olaidame)mt-laat-lelar-l-le 


_ For one month of the Year, Muslims refrain from food, drink and sexual relations with their spouses from 

_ dawn till dusk. Fasting during this time is obligatory upon every Muslim adult if they are mentally and physically 
Fle) (-mmr-laleMalelamelame- Ma lel¥lgal-\vAm | (e)atl-ieMe-lé-melh'(-1aMm-> Ccusleldlelamel i diareMmunaridaer-ld(elsmmealiomeliacume mn Ualieyt 
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¢Hajj (Pilgrimage): Pilgrimage to the Holy Sites in Makkah 
Hajj is the journey to the holy sites in Makkah to perform various rituals. It is only obligatory once in a life 
‘time upon those who have the financial means and are physically able . The pilgrims adorn simple garment 
_ that strip away any distinctions of class and culture, so they all stand equal before Allah (God). The final part 
i of the pilgrimage is at the Holy Ka'bah (cube) in the centre of the Great Mosque in Makkaah. The Ka'bah is 
_ important because the foundations were laid down by Prophet Adam, peace be upon him, and the structure 
| completed by Prophet Ibraheem (Abraham), peace be upon him, under the guidance from Allah (God). 
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The religion of Islam requires accepting some main Articles of Faith. These 
are the core beliefs - without any one of these, one would not be accepted as a believer. 


The acceptance of these Articles leads to the practical five Pillars of Islam. 


These are the Articles of Faith in Islam: 


=m >= /(=) ml am ea(=m@) els) alamo) mAlit-lem (Clore), 


To believe in the existence of God, and that He is One, Alive and Eternal, Infinite and Mighty, Merciful 
and Compassionate, Creator and Sustainer, Generous and Kind and He takes care of the whole universe. 


- Belief in the Angels 


Angels are pure and sinless creations of Allah (God) made of Noor (light). They worship Allah 
(God) alone and fulfil and obey His commands. Some of the most well known amongst the Angels 
are the Archangels: Jibraeel (Gabriel), Mikaeel (Michael), Israfeel (Raphael) and Izraeel (also known 
as Malakal Mawt or the Angel of Death). 


- Belief in the Revealed Scriptures / Books sent by God 


Muslims believe that all the Revelations sent by Almighty Allah (God) to Messengers were true. 
These include the Qur'aan, the Torah (Tawraat), the Gospel (Injeel), the Scrolls of Abraham 
SEC hE laem tales] lsieme) MBL lem ed: lolli mi lameal-ic-Meldlellat-lMcoletMmba-Melalh A-leldalaltlemelar-lic-i¢-vem-lale 
complete book of Allah (God) in existence today is the Qur’aan. 


- Belief in all the Prophets and Messengers sent by God 


Muslims believe in all the Messengers of Allah (God) without any discrimination amongst them. 
They were chosen by Allah (God) to teach mankind and deliver His divine message. Some of those 
mentioned in the Qur’aan are; Adam, Ibraheem (Abraham), Musa (Moses), Dawood (David), 
Isa (Jesus) and Muhammad #- the Final Prophet (Peace be upon them all). 
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be either rewarded with Heaven or punished in Hell. 


- Belief in Destiny or Predetermination (Qadar) 


Muslims believe that Almighty Allah (God) has timeless knowledge of, and control over 
AV aVidaliave Maar-l Mn (-Mat-hmelc--]c-e MA e-leld(elalMeleleleme) mel-(emelaell| mie) m@-Me-t-hielim-lilemalacecm Vit ure yy 
their trust in Allah (God). 


- Belief in life after Death 


A Muslim must have conviction that there is life in the Hereafter. 
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SHAHAADAH 


(Testimony) 
DY -yel-le-helelamelma-liae 


Muslims declare their faith by saying: 
“Ash hadu anlaa ilaaha illallaahu 
wa ash hadu anna muhammadar 
rasulallah” 
Which means "| bear witness that 
there is no god except Allaah and | 
bear witness that Muhammad is the 
Messenger of Allaah.” 
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(Fasting) 
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For one month of the Year, Muslims 
refrain from food, drink and keep 
away from things that distract us 
from worship. This is done during 
the day from dawn till dusk. 
Although fasting is beneficial to 
health, fasting is a form of worship. 
Additionally it helps us to remember 
others who are less fortunate and do not 
have much food or water. 





THE FIVE PILLARS OF 


ISLAM 


The religion of Islam requires accepting some 

main Articles of Faith. These are the core 

beliefs - without any one of these, one would 

not be accepted as a believer. The acceptance 

of these Articles leads to the practical five 
Pillars of Islam. 


The Five Pillars of Islam are the 
Fundamental duties in a Muslims life, which 
lead to living a good and responsible life 
according to Islam. 
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ZAKAAT 


(Purity or Charity) 


Almsgiving 


The Arabic word Zakaat means to 
purify. Muslims give 2.5% of their 
surplus wealth to charity every year. 
This shows obedience to God and 
prevents greed. Zakaat is given to 
the poor and those that are less 
fortunate than ourselves. It is 
believed that by giving charity, the 
possessions you keep are made pure. 
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SALAAH 


(Prayer) 
Five Compulsory Daily 
Prayers 


A physical and mental means of 
worship prescribed five times a day. 
These are to remember God and to 
seek forgiveness throughout the day. 
We face towards the Holy Kaa’bah in 
Makkah. Salaat (Prayer) is performed 
at set times: before sunrise, at midday, 
in the afternoon, in the evening after 
the sunsets and at nightfall. 
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HAJJ 


(Pilgrimage) 
dite ]ainatele (om com dal 
Holy Sites in Makkah 


Hajj is the journey to the holy sites in 
Makkah to perform various rituals. It 
Emeyalivmeleliter-lcola melia-M lam Milcm eli 
upon those who have the financial 
means and are physically able . The 
pilgrims adorn simple garment that 
strip away any distinctions of class 
and culture, so they all stand equal 
before Allah (God). The final part of 
the pilgrimage is at the Holy Ka'bah 
(cube) in the centre of the Great 
Mosque in Makkaah. 
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WHO IS 


' ALLAH 





‘Allah’ is the Arabic name used for ‘God’. Many think that Muslims 

worship a different God than Christians and Jews, however ‘Allah’ is the 

same word that Arabic-speaking Christians and Jews use for God. There 

is only One God. The God in Islam is the God of all true Prophets from 

Adam, Noah (Nuh), Abraham (Ibraheem), down to Moses (Musa), Jesus 
(Isa) and Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Them All). 


The word ‘Allah’ was also used for God in the previous scriptures. It is 
also the word used in the Hebrew and Aramaic languages. Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam all claim to be ‘Abrahamic Faiths’ and all of them 
are also classified as ‘monotheistic (believing in One God only) faiths’. 
Hindu scripture also states belief in the One Supreme God. Hindus 


believe that the other Gods they pray to are just ‘manifestations’ or 
‘incarnations’ of the One God. 


To clear up a misconception, Muslims do not worship a black cube 

building in Makkah, known as the Ka'bah. In Islam, the place occupied 

by the Ka'bah is the geographical, spiritual and maternal centre of the 

Earth. Muslims all around the world worship Allah (God) facing the 

direction of the Ka'bah in prayer. This creates a sense of mutual unity in 
worship. 


The word Allah has no plural and no feminine, so it is important to call 
God by His name ‘Allah’ as He is unique, because the word God can be 
changed to Gods, Goddess or Goddesses. 


In order to know more about our Creator, Allah (God) informs the 
creation about Himself through His divine Attributes. Ninety nine of 
these Attributes are emphasised in Islamic scripture. These are also 
known as ‘The Beautiful Names’ of Allah. Examples of these are; The 
Creator, The Sustainer, The Most High, Knower of the Seen and Unseen, 
The Sovereign, The Holy, The Giver of Peace, The Powerful, The 
Mighty, The Most Compassionate, The Most Loving, The Remover of 
Difficulties, to mention a few. 


In some of the closing verses of the Holy Qur’aan, Allah (God) clarifies 
Himself to the creation in the following verses: 


“Say, He is God, the One. God, to whom the creation is dependant (and 
God is Self-Sufficient). He has no offspring, and nor is He born of 
anyone. And there is none like Him.” [Qur’aan — Ch 112] 
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7 INO 25 PROPHETS OF ALLAH 


7’ MENTIONED IN THE ae ari 


! Adam [Adam] 
Idris [Enoch] 
Nuh [Noah] 
Hud [Hud] 
Saleh [Salih] 
Ibraheem [Abraham] 
Lut [Lot] 
Ismaeel [Ishmael] 
Ishaq [Isaac] 
bEXe helo A E-Vero)o} 
Yusuf [Joseph] 
Ayub [Job] 
Shoaib [Jethro] 
Musa | Moses| 
JeEVatbomm p-t-vaeyed 
Dhul-Kifl [Ezekiel] 
Dawood [David] 
Sulaiman [Solomon] 
Ilyas [Elijah] 
Al-Yasa [Elisha] 
Yunus [Jonah] . 
Zakariya |Zachariah] L Sj 
Yahya [John the Baptist] feof 
Isa [Jesus] 


Muhammad cere 


-Peace be upon-them all - 
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guidance of their nations. As Muslims we Must 
Believe in all these Holy Books 
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“We have sent thee inspiration, as We sent it to Noah and the Messengers after him: we sent inspiration 
to Abraham, Isma’il, Isaac, Jacob and the Tribes, to Jesus, Job, Jonah, Aaron, and Solomon, and to 
David We gave the Psalms” - Surah An Nisa:163 


The four main Books that were revealed are: 


hs 
[Quran | Koran [Muhammed 


There were smaller books called Sahifas (Scrolls) that where also revealed 
to many prophets such as Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham) s&s 
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@THE ANGELS OF ALLAH 
- MALAAIKAH - 


The religion of Islam requires accepting some main Articles of Faith. One of these articles of faith is the 

Belief in Angels (Malaaikah). Allah (God) has created many different types of creatures like Humans, 

Animals, Jinn’s etc.. One type of Creature which we cannot see are called the Malaaikah — Angels. Angels 

are pure and sinless creations of Allah (God) made of Noor (light). They Golrify and Praise Allah (God) and 
obey Him and carry out His commands. 


Below are the names of the ten most well known 
Angels and their roles and responsibilities: 


Bl) 0) ¢-\=1~) m(Gt-]e) (=) 


Jibraeel is the Archangel who delivered the Divine Revelations from Allah [Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala] 
(God) to His chosen Messengers from among the Prophets s=*). Jibraeel was responsible for 
bringing the revelation of the Qur'aan to Prophet Muhammad =. He is mentioned specifically by 
name in the Qur‘aan. 


Mikaeel (Michael): 


Mikaeel is the Archangel who manages man's mundane necessities, ie. brings forth rain and 
ohY=]e1-1-5 Me Cal-Melel Lei] ele) ame) Mace) os-M-lalem-|tvoMeldiarelmaalelale(-1mr-laremi(elaidaliale me) slcom tal =t-/80s Mia (-MCe-| Eve) 
ix) ole) abyie)(-celminlomc-u7-[cecmeli-lamelelmcokelelelem oc-le)e) (<i amenle a lio8 


Israfeel (Raphael): 


Israfeel is the Archangel that will blow the ‘Trumpet’ Once, for the destruction of the universe, and 
Ter] (am (olmeat-mc-st0]ic-19(e)ahe)m-]|6-(qqelllaic-]e)(-Bel-)inle pm Coni-la-mlelelelan ala By-\\A 


lzraeel (also Known as Malakal Mawt or the Angel of Death): 


Izraeel is the Archangel who is the most feared of them all, responsible for parting the soul from the 
idat-u olele VAM al-w-(e@lUr-]Me)cela-tswe)m1-10)-1¢-1t lave mtal-mvele] Bicelsamtal-melele) Melee; Melamtal-Ballite smear -lae) (eke) 
good or bad deeds of that person. If the human was a bad person in their life, the soul is ripped out 
very painfully. But if the human was a righteous person, then the soul is separated like a ‘drop of water 
dripping from a glass: 


Ridwaan: 


Ridwaan is the Guardian of Paradise, who welcomes the Prophets s=* and the righteous people who 
have been blessed by Allah [Subhanahu wa Ta’aala]. 


Maalik: 


Era cmgl-mCler-lcelt-lale) Mér-lal-lalar-lanM(m (lip Me-laMmel all (qe)paCcMe sie] alem ce) ai tal-Melaicoladelar-l¢-m-laleM Wicca a(cre) 
dwellers of the eternal fire. 


The Angels Munkar and Nakeer: 


Munkar and Nakeer are other important angels that question the deceased in the grave, 
regarding their way of life prior to their death. They ask three main questions: Who is your God? Who 
is your Prophet? What was your way of life? 


A true believer would answer: My God is none other than the one God (Allah). My Prophet is 
Muhammad #, sent by Allah. My way of life is surrendering to Allah's will (Islam). 


Kiraaman Kaatibeen: 


A omANale[-ce-lccmelamcnr-Boalelll(e(-1e-ue) m-0'-1e male laal-lpMmO@lal-Me)ament-Nile)slajacellile(-1ai-1ae)cellale malt yialcimelelele 
deeds. The other on the left shoulder recording his/her evil deeds. Together these Angels are called 
the Kiraaman Kaatibeen, meaning the ‘noble writers’ 


= = May Allah Shower His Mercy and blessings upon Him 
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\ <5) = Peace be upon him 
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The Qur’aan - Basic Facts 
Part 1 


*The meaning of the word ‘Qur'aan’ is ‘To read’ or ‘That which is read’ 

¢The first verses of the Qur'aan were revealed in the cave Hira on Mount Noor 
(Makkaah) 

¢The first verses of the Qur'aan were revealed in Laylatul-Qadr (The Night of 
The Power), In the month of Ramadhaan 

eAllah revealed the Qur'aan to the Prophet Muhammad & through the Angel 
Jibraeel (Gabriel) s=4 

¢The Qur'aan was revealed to the Prophet Muhammad # over a period of 23 Years. 
Some portions were revealed in the city of Makkaah Al-Mukarramah and other 
portions in the city of Madinah Al-Munawwarah. 

¢The first word of the Qur'aan to be revealed was "IQRA" ie. READ! 

¢The other names for the Qur'aan, according to the Qur'aan itself, are: 
Al-Furqaan (The Criterion), Al-Kitaab (The Book), Az-Zikr (The Remembrance), 
An-Noor (The Light), Al-Huda (The Guidance) 

¢The first person to memorize the entire Qur'aan was the Prophet Muhammad & 
himself 

¢For every letter recited from the Qur'aan, the reciter $ets 10 rewards 

eLearning one verse of the Qur'aan is better than 100 Rakats of Nafl Salaah 

¢The only book which is entirely memorized by millions of people in the world 
is the Qur'aan 

*Allah the Almighty has taken personal responsibility of preserving the Qur'aan 

*The Most Read Book in the world is the Qur'aan 

* The Qur aan is the only unchanged or unaltered 7 book i 
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¢The Qur'aan is divided into 30 equal sections, called Juz’ 

¢The Qur'aan consists of 114 chapters each known as a ‘Surah’ 

¢There are 540 Rukuh’s (paragraphs) in the Qur'aan 

Each Surah is formed from several Aayats (verses). The total number of ‘Aayats’ 
in the Qur'aan is upto 6666 

*There are 14 verses (Aayats) in the Qur'aan where prostration is a must when 
one recites or listens to someone reciting them 

¢The name of Prophet Muhammad ®, peace be upon him, is mentioned in the 
Qur'aan 5 times. 4 Times as ‘Muhammad’ #, and once as ‘Ahmad’ # 

¢ Jesus 8 is mentioned in the Qur'aan more times than Muhammad & 

¢The Qur'aan stresses about Salah [Namaaz - Prayer] 700 times 

¢The Greatest verse in the Qur'aan is Ayatul Kursi 

¢The Longest Surah in the Qur'aan is Suratul Baqarah, which has 286 verses 

¢The shortest Chapter is Suratul Kawthar, which has 3 verses 
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in Islam 
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Mary - Maryam 


Mary was born to Hannah (Anna) who named her Maryam s##) meaning ‘one who 
worships’, and dedicated her to the service of Masjid Al Aqsa (The Noble Sanctuary), 
in Jerusalem. Mary's father Imran passed away before her birth, so the Prophet 
Zakariyya (Zakariah) s who was married to Hannah's sister became Mary's fatherly 
guardian. 


The Qur'aan elevates the status of Mary as being one of the most honourable & 
pious woman of all time. Mary is the only woman specifically named in the 
Qur'aan and has an entire chapter dedicated to her. Muslims also believe in the 
Virgin Birth of Jesus #8. Mary was never married and had never been touched by 
any man, yet she gave birth to a child who God made a ‘sign for Mankind’. 


Masjid Al Aqsa - The Noble Sanctuary 


The miraculous conception is described in the Holy Qur'aan. Mary was approached 
by an Angel who gave her glad tidings of a righteous child. The Angel Breathed 
the word of God onto her, hence Islamically Jesus is also referred to as 
‘Kalimatullah’ - a word from God. Close to the birth, out of fear, Maryam withdrew 
from the community. Hungry and alone, God guided her to a date-palm under 
which a stream flowed. Here she ate and drank until she gave birth. On returning 
home with the child, she was accused of fornication, however, God rescued her via 
her newborn child (Jesus) who spoke out in her defence. 


Jesus - Isav 


Jesus, known as Tsas®s, is amongst one of the most highly regarded Prophets 
mentioned in the Holy Qur'aan (as opposed to His son). ‘Isa was sent to guide the 


Children of ‘Israeel’ (the descendents of Prophet Jacob (Ya'’coub)*®) back onto God's path. 
- 
In order to affirm the existence and oneness of God, Jesus was ¢given the ability to 


facilitate miracles. These included breathing life into a clay bird, healing the sick, ; = 

; 2 ; WEA. } i Umayyad Mosque (Syria) 
restoring sight to the blind and even bringing the dead back to life. As a final en ee OR een re 
miracle God sent a table set with food from Heaven as a sign to Jesus's enemies, who 
were plotting to kill him. God raised Jesus up to the Heavens, and God placed the 
resemblance of Jesus upon one of his Disciples who was then mistakenly captured 
PY ite Meatless (ae Mb tits(s-(e Me) am (oats 
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The Prophet's Mosque - Madinah 
Burial Tomb For Jesus After His Return 


Muslims believe that close to the end of time on earth, Jesus shall return. He will 
join with God fearing people to defeat evil ie. the Anti-Christ and his army. Law, 
order and peace shall be restored, after which Jesus will marry and have 
children. He will die a natural death and be buried in a chamber reserved for him 
since the 7th century in the Prophet's Mosque (Masjid un-Nabwi) - Madinah, 
Saudi Arabia. This is next to the tomb of the Prophet Muhammad=®. 
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== = May Allah Shower His Mercy and blessings upon Him 
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THE THREE MOST 
HOLY MOSQUES OF ISLAM 


Masjid al-Haram "The Sacred Mosque" 


The Holy Ka’bah is a cube-shaped structure where Allah’s (God) 
mercy descends, and is situated in a large Mosque knownsas Masjid 
al Haram, in the city of Makkaah — Saudia Arabia. For Muslims this 
sanctuary is the holiest place on earth. The Ka’bah was built by the 
first man on earth, the Prophet Adam *', and rebuilt by Prophet 
Ibraheem*i (Abraham) with his son, Ismaeel #4 (Ishmael). Muslims 
Eli Me\(-1m dale Mu fela (em celel-\ymr-la-m co) leer a ¢-Mer-liml emails mer-li hm ele} cma 
is the focal point of the Muslim annual pilgrimage known as the Hajj 
and captures the hearts of more than a billion Muslims all over the 
Wie} ate p 


Masjid an-Nabawi “The Prophet's Mosque” | 
. «= 


The.second most holiest site in Islam is Masjid an-Nabawi. This place of 
worship was built on the site around the Prophet Muhammad's = house in 
Madinah. It was originally a simple brick structure surrounding an 
J aTel (oye mae) iaa'c-1ce malcom elle) o)(-Mer-laal-ic-re mice ole-\ymel-lallilemel mit icamcoman= 
Prophets teachings. The Prophet Muhammad is buried under the green 
dome. It also contains tombs of the two successors and companions of the 
Prophet, Abu Bakr sand Umar Faroog *. There is an empty tomb next to 
the Prophet of Islam for the Prophet Isas«i(Jesus) for when he passes away 
after his return. 


Masjid al-Aqsa “The Furthest Mosque” 
At the Heart of the Old City quarters of Jerusalem is Masjid Al-Aqsa 
or known as The Noble Sanctuary. It is the third most sacred\Mosque 
built 40 years after the Holy Ka’bah in Makkah by the Prophet Adam #&'. 
METS eM VeraCery- My -Em delice) mOllelr-lam(elic-redlolamrolmiVleriiium ele ba) eld 
Almighty Allah’s revelation changed the direction to the,Ka'bah in 
Makkah. The Qur’aan speaks about the miraculous journey ofthe 
Prophet Muhammad *% from Makkah to Masjid al-Aqsa (al Israa) 
and his ascension through the heavens (al Me'raaj). Many perceive 
Leeim dar-mele)(olsamelolant-remelUiireliarem@Nsl-m Bleue) Man-Bitele ohcol elm Ut Lyle 
Al-Aqsa . In reality the whole precinct and all the buildings within the 
olUim TE liCe-lecmlelUr-liNva-bM lanl olelac-lal@-lalemit-)<cme) oh dal-m) (ele) (-isy-laleider-lay/ 
of the Furthest Mosque. 
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Part 1 - The Man - 


The Prophet Muhammad ®&, peace be upon him, was 
born in Makkah, Arabia on a Monday in the month 
of Rabi Al-Awwal (around August 570 CE). He was a 
descendant of the Prophet Ismaeel +=“: (Ishmael) the 
son of Prophet Ibraheem s=2 (Abraham). 


Prophet Muhammad's & father was ‘Abdullah, son of ' Birth place of the Prophet 
Abdul-Muttalib of the noble Quraysh tribe. His a. Li 
mother was Aminah, daughter of Wahb bin 
Abd-Manaaf of the Zahra Tribe. Prophet 
Muhammad's & father passed away before he was 
elo) damn km dalcmecleliele)ame)madal-Male)e)(-mr-lanll (emai 
was brought up by a foster mother, Halimah 
Sa’diyah. When the Prophet was around 6 years old, 
his mother Aminah also passed away; Thus he was 
raised as an orphan. 
Prophets name engraved 
After the death of his mother, he was placed under L Mosque in Madina 
dat-maU ii colelF-letiallomelmalemelclaleir-lasiemalelelll Millelac-l|/op 
Later when he too passed away, Prophet 
Muhammad & was raised by his uncle, Abu Talib. He 
Wie) a <ore W-EM-1al-) al -icem-lalem-]hiem-leeeliales-lal(semalellmr-lile) 
oli diate mar-lel-Mlelllan- em Comet mr-lalere 


As he grew up, he became known for his truthfulness, 
generosity and sincerity, earning the titles of as-Saadiq e 
(the truthful) and al-Ameen (the trustworthy). He was 
frequently called upon to arbitrate disputes and 
mediate between his fellow Makkans. $£hde00. Seenees 

SSLLL254 AAAI eee eee eeee 


| | 
1 
| | Sky line of Makkah 
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At the age of 25, the Prophet Muhammad & married 
Marlelit-limomm-lemelelaceleic-lel(-e-laemil(qa-ry Jil Mele hii alc: 
woman. They were blessed with two sons and four 
daughters, however, both their sons passed away at 
an early age. It was an ideal marriage and they lived 
a happy family life. 

House of Haleemah Sa'diyah, 


the Foster mother of the 
Prophet Muhammad 






= = May Allah Shower His Mercy and blessings upon Him 
2 = Allah be pleased with them 
N&S) = Peace be upon him 
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__ Part 2 - A Mercy unto Mankind - PF 





Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, was of a contemplative nature; he firmly — | 
believed in the oneness of God and had long detested the decadence and idol 
worship within the society. It became his habit to meditate from time to time in the 
Cave of Hira' near the summit of Jabal _ Nur, (the Mountain of Light) near Makkah. - 
as, 2 5: a me 





At the age of 40, whilst engaged in ameditation, he received his first revelation from 
God through the Archangel Jibraeel si (Gabriel) and was chosen as a Prophet for all _ 
of Mankind. He was entrusted with revelation, which continued for twenty-three 
years. These revelations where later compiled and are now present as the Holy 
Qur'aan. The Prophet & began to recite the words he heard from Archangel Jibraeel 
(Gabriel) and preached the message to the people of Makkah. Unfortunately the 
people were steeped in their ways of ignorance and opposed his guidance. They 
persecuted him and and his small group of followers in every way. 


Jabal al Nur 
(The Mountain of Light) 
































After suffering resentment and bitter persecution, in the year 622 CE, God gave the 
early Muslim community the permission to migrate. They left.for the city of 
Madinah, some 260 miles to the North in Arabia. This event marked the beginning of 
the Muslim calendar and is referred to as the “Hijrah” (Migration). | 


Madinah provided the Prophet and the Muslims a safe and nurturing haven in which 
the Muslim community grew. After several years, the Prophet & and his followers. 
returned to Makkah, where they forgave their enemies and dedicated the Ka'bah to 
the worship of One God. Before the Prophet“ passed away, at the.age of 63, the 
greater part of Arabia was Muslim, and within a century of his death, his teachings 
had spread to Spain in the west and as far east as China. hie 


Prophet Muhammad # has been mentioned by name, lineage or his actions in many . 
earlier scriptures. He was mentioned in the Bible as the coming Prophet; — . 


Deut.18. “I will raise up a prophet like you from among the brethren and will put my 
words in his mouth and he shall speak them all that | command.” . . 


He was the final Prophet and Messenger of God sent to mankind, 
with the final scripture. He was sent as a mercy for the whole — 
universe. Muhammad is considered to be the summary and, 
conclusion of all the previous Prophets and Messengers that came — 
before him. He purified the previous messages from corruption \ 3 
_. and completed the Message of God for all humanity. His words, 
~__ actions and teachings form the basis of the daytto day life ofa Muslim. 
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= = May Allah Shower His Mercy and blessings upon him 
RS) = Peace be upon him 
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TEACHINGS OF 
THE FINAL MESSENGER 


The Prophet Muhammad & stated in the final sermon 


“| leave behind two things for you, the Qur’aan and the Sunnah, and if you follow 
these you will never go astray.” 


S U Nn a a h - "The Practice" 


The Arabic word Sunnah is used to inform us of the lifestyle of 
Prophet Muhammad ®, peace be upon him. It can be used to refer to 
His sayings, actions and approvals. The Sunnah is the second 
source of Islamic jurisprudence, the first being the Qur'aan. Both 
Yolulceciw- 1 ecm lately el-laht-1e) (<M =m) elmer lalalelm@mele-leda-m Cir limudiaaelele 
xolarielidiarem ele) qame)maal=0ip 


Unlike the Qur'aan, which is the word of Allah, the Sunnah is 
Takje)igcve me) a .Vit-lamelel am cal-mylelcekw-lalem-(eld(e)atw-l¢-Me)man-mii(eei-8le (aie 
of Allah. 


The Prophet Muhammad £ used to teach the Sunnah to his 
companions 2% verbally and practically, and urged them to 
follow it. The companions “ of the Prophet & who saw and heard 
these words and actions followed them during their lives, and 


“ae passed them onto the succeeding generations with the same 
| Care, 


Muslims are encouraged to adopt the Sunnah in every aspect of 
their Daily life. 










H a d it h - "A Saying" or "A Report" 


Bbal-Matloldiam(clmwalar-l-leldlave-l¢-m ce ayiiilit-lmcomeal-melelalar-lammeleimace)! 
identical. A Hadtih is a report from the life of the Prophet 
UU l ar Tenlaat-le Mescme) ar-Mece)alilaeat-1ee)ame) Mm Uer-] male] 0) e)ce)'/-10 8 


Aal-mec-lolld(elame) mae) | (=e (elame)mer-lolldlelare-ladg)eleic-eMcontal-Bace)e)alit 
Muhammad £2include his sayings, acts, and approval or 
(oh y-] 0) e) ce) Me) m daliale Mm Mal-Malarr-leldiam-l¢-mecver-lce(-re me) MUO take bs 
EMeit-)(e)myelelce-me) mci le] (olecmr-\war-lalemanlele-| Mele (er-lalacn 


There are Six Famous books of Hadith which are known as 
“Sihaah Sittah” - (The Six Authentic Compilations) 


The Hadtih and the Sunnah form the basis of the daily practices 
in a Muslims life. 





“== = May Allah Shower His Mercy and b 
a = Allah be pleased with them 
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The Islamic Calendar is determined by the Lunar calendar. 
er-elamanlelaldemel-lellarmicelssmudsl-pm iim (my elelsm eee i(elsiccem 
fo) mi dar-lm@aslelaliap 


Aashurah 

Aashurah is on the 10th day of Muharram, the first Islamic month. It is highly — 
recommended to fast on the 9th & 10th (or the 10th & 11th) of this” 
month. Prior to the fasting of Ramadhaan becoming necessary, © 
Aashurah was an obligatory fast for the Muslims. This day marks a great 
day in which Allah (God) saved Prophet Musa *\(Moses) and the 
Israelites from the persecution of Pharaoh. 


Laylatul Me’raj | 


In the seventh month of the Islamic calendar, Rajab, a night journey and — 
ascension was made by Prophet Muhammad & to Masjid al-Aqsa and 

_ up to the seven heavens. During this journey many significant events - 
-were witnessed by the Prophet # relating to events to occur in the 
future. The five daily prayers were also ordained on this night. 


Laylatul Bara’ah 


The 15th night of Sha’baan, the eighth Islamic month, is a night of © 
divine mercy and blessings wherein Allah (God) grants fr 
many souls from Jahannam (Hell). The night is spent in 
recitation of the Qur'aan and optional prayers. 


m to 
rship, ‘ 


atclaatlelarerela 


This is the ninth month. An opportunity during which to please Allah. 

(God) by fasting during the day and observing additional prayers in the — 
night. Fasting is the fourth pillar of Islam. Fasting begins from when the ~ 
new moon of the month is sighted. Whilst fasting, Muslims are required _ 
to give up certain permitted acts, i.e. eating, drinking and sexual — 
relations, from dawn till dusk for a period of one month. As the Islamic | 
calendar is determined by the Lunar calendar, the Islamic months move ~ 
earlier each year by ten or eleven days. Allah (God) makes it easier for — 
people to try to make the most of this opportunity by chaining up the ~ 
Shaytans (Devils). — 


Many religious beliefs of the world observe fasting of some kind, for 
instance, Christians give up meat for Lent and Jews fast during the — 
holiday of Yom Kippur. i 


RW arelael eerste ls 


A special night which occurs within the last ten nights of Ramadhe 
It is stated in the Qur'aan [Ch97:v1-3] that worse, heplg t 
more reward than that of a thousand months. v ade id 

| ? Me A | iE | ; ; iz 


Qurbani (sacrifice) of animals to revive the 
_. desires for Allah (God). & 4 ise 





Eid ul Fitr 

A thanksgiving occasion which marks the end of Ramadhaan, the — 
month of Fasting. It is an occasion to reflect on the efforts of the. past 
month. Friends, family and relatives get together to mark the day with — 
prayer and food. BR be aw = 


Dhul-Hijjah 
The last month of the Islamic Calender. Worship in the first ten days is 
more superior to worship at any other part of the year. Many Muslims | 


make a journey to the sacred sites in Makkah in Saudi Arabia, for Hajj 


(Pilgrimage). Hajj is the fifth pillar of Islam and obligatory upon every — 
able Muslim once in their lifetime. <3 


The most significant days of Hajj are between the 8th to the 13th of this — 
month - A series of rituals are re-enacted by Muslims, who have taken — 
upon the journey of Hajj, reviving the spiritual sacrifices made by the ~ 
Prophet Ibraheem ** (Abraham) and his family. Fa aoe 
8th - Worship at Mina, 9th - Arafaat Day; when it is recommende: and — 
highly rewarding for Muslims around the world not performing Hajj to 

fast. It is the day on which the Prophet Muhammad & delivered the — 
Farewell Sermon during his Hajj. On this day pilgrims gather on the 
open plains of Arafaat — signifying the gathering of all of mankind on © 


the Day of Resurrection - according to Islamic teaching. - 


(emul mANe lar. 


A thanksgiving occasion from the 10th to the 13th of Dhul-Hijjah. The 
10th day is a day of reflecting upon the sacrifice by at 
Ibraheem #i(Abraham) - who was tested by Allah to sacrifice his only — 
son Ismaeel *#\ (Ishmael) as an offering of total submission to the 
commands of Allah (God). Having pasred his test Allah accepte 
sacrifice of a Ram in place of Ismaee si (Ishmael). Hence, I Auslit 
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=.= May Allah Shower His Mercy and blessings upon him 
N=S = Peace be upon him 











The Prophet Muhammad & stated in the final sermon 


“| leave behind two things for you, the Qur’aan and the Sunnah, and if you follow 
these you will never go astray.” 


@. U raa N - "The Recitation" 


PXeaaco)coliare mm com (063 110m ol=11(-) pm dali Ol0l at-T-1e lm (Co) e-1a) del =im olele) ame) i 

oN /ialcmmeleller-lale=me-lalemmelic-vend (elem colae-]i Me) Mmuit-laldiace Mi mee calm ilar] 

“G¢5 revelation from God. The Qur’aan was revealed by Almighty Allah, 

“through the Angel Jibraeel (Gabriel) 84), to the final Messenger, 

eS id al=M ace) olal-imi i iUlar-letliat-le msm ol-t-[e-M ol] ololamaliiiPme)\(-1m-M olla lele me) i 

% iy 23 years (610 CE to 622 CE). As portions were revealed they were 

 memorised and written on parchments, skins and any available 
materials. 


After the Prophet's = death, the written portions were collected 
Fave meelatle)i (ave m-|mdal-mdisi(-Me)m.\olUMst-) dam) (elel(e[0(-to--am dal -M ile i m@er-|i] olay 
and was standardized during the time of Uthman ibn Affan 2, the 
talicemer-|iie)a8 


Muslims regard the Qur’aan as the culmination of a series of 
divine messages that started with those revealed to the first 
Prophet, Adam 84, continued with the Suhufe Ibraheem (Scrolls 
of Abraham $<<!), the Tawraat (Torah), the Zabur (Psalms), and the 
Tay (ot=1 (Cle) ol-1) B 


The Qur'aan also refers to many events from Jewish and Christian 
scriptures, some of which are retold in comparatively distinctive 
ways from the Bible and the Torah. 


Allah has guaranteed that He will protect the Qur'aan from 
al elaat-lamm e-lan) ol-ielale pam Loler-)'amelal-Mmer-]a Mm ale MM => ¢-[e mm ae)o)(-1-ame) Mm tal = 
Oli a: F-lam-lime) (=m aat-muvelaremudiqarolelar-lapvar-liccie-ld(elamcomdar-] are) mial= 
earliest written version, which can be found in the British 
Museum. 


The Qur’aan being the most read book in the world is 
preserved in the hearts of many Muslims. Some children as 
young as 9 years old will have committed the entire text of the 
Qur’aan to memory. 


p22 = May Allah Shower His Mercy and blessings upon Him 
ifs = Allah be pleased with them 


hss) = Peace be upon him 
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THE FAREWELL SERMON OF THE 


PROPHET MUHAMMAD 


The Farewell Sermon (Arabic: Khutbatul Wida), also known as the Prophet's & Final Sermon, was delivered on the Ninth Day of 
Dhul Hijjah 10 A.H. (632 CE), in the ‘Uranah valley of Mount Arafat’ (in Makkah). This was at the end of His & first and only 
Hajj pilgrimage to Makkah. After praising and thanking Allah (God), the Final Prophet Muhammad & said: 


"O People, just as you regard this month, this day, this city as sacred, so regard the life and property of every Muslim as a sacred 

trust. Return the goods entrusted to you to their rightful owners. Hurt no one so that no one may hurt you. Remember that you will 

indeed meet your Lord, and that He will indeed reckon your deeds. Allah % has forbidden you to take usury (interest, Arabic: Riba); 

therefore all interest obligation shall henceforth be waived. Your capital, however, is yours to keep. You will neither inflict nor suffer 

any inequity. Allah % has judged that there shall be no usury (interest) and that all interest due to Abbas Ibn Abd al Muttalib (the 
Prophet's uncle) shall henceforth be waived. 


Beware of Satan for the safety of your religion. He has lost all hope that he will ever be able to lead you astray in big things, so 
beware of following him in small things. 


O People, it is true that you have certain rights in regard to your women, but they also have rights over you. Remember that you 
have taken them as your wives, only under Allah's 4 trust and with His permission. If they abide by your right then to them belongs 
the right to be fed and clothed in kindness. Do treat your women well and be kind to them, for they are your partners and committed 
helpers. And it is your right that they do not make friends with anyone of whom you do not approve, as well as never to be unchaste. 


O People, listen to me in earnest, worship Allah 4, say your five daily prayers (Salaah), fast during the month of Ramadhaan, and give 
from your wealth in Zakaat. Perform Hajj if you have the means. 


All mankind is from Adam and Hawwa (Eve), an Arab has no superiority over a non-Arab, nor does a non-Arab has any superiority 

over an Arab; also a white has no superiority over a black, nor a black has any superiority over a white - except by piety and good 

action. Know that every Muslim is a brother to every Muslim and that the Muslims constitute one brotherhood. Nothing shall be 
legitimate to a Muslim, which belongs to a fellow Muslim unless it was given freely and willingly. 


~ Do not therefore, do injustice to yourselves. Remember one day you will appear before Allah % and answer for your deeds. So 
beware, do not stray from the path of righteousness after | am gone. 


O People, no Prophet or Apostle will come after me and no new faith will be born. Reason well therefore, O people, and understand 

the words which | convey to you. | leave behind me two things, the Qur’aan and the Sunnah, and if you follow these you will never 

go astray. All those who listen to me shall pass on my words to others and those to others again; perhaps some of those who 
receive my words would understand them better than those who listened to me directly.” 


As part of this sermon, the Prophet & recited to them a Revelation from God which he & had just received: 
“This day the disbelievers despair of prevailing against your religion, so fear them not, but fear Me (God)! This day have | perfected 
for you your religion and fulfilled My favour unto you, and it hath been My good pleasure to choose Islam for you as your religion” 
(Al-Qur’aan 5:3).” 


Towards the end of his sermon, Muhammad asked: 
"O people, have | faithfully delivered unto you my message?" 
A powerful murmur of assent "O God, yes!", arose from thousands of pilgrims and the vibrant words "Allahumma na’m"” rolled like 
thunder throughout the valley. 


Muhammad # raised His forefinger towards the Heavens and said: 
"Be my witness O God, Be my witness O God, Be my witness O God" 
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Pad 


“To you We sent the Scripture in truth, confirming the scripture that came before it, and guarding 

it in safety: so judge between them by what Allah (God) has revealed, and follow not their vain 

desires, diverging from the truth that has come to you. To each among you have we prescribed a 
law and an open way.” (Qur’aan 5:47) 








A lot has been said about the word “Shari’ah” but very few are familiar with the correct definition 

of Shari’ah and what it actually means. Shari’ah is the word that is often used for Islamic law. 

Similarly other religions may also have a set of divine laws, for example the Mosaic law and the 

Biblical law. These laws can be viewed as the ‘Shari’ah’, for their respective religious beliefs. 
Divine law is generally based on divine scripture and the teachings of a Prophet. 


Shari’ah, meaning ‘clear path’ or ‘way’, is a code of conduct and legal system used in the Islamic 

way of life. Western law confines itself largely to matters relating to crime, contract, civil 

relationships and individual rights. Shari’ah law on the other hand encompasses all aspects of 

one’s life, from purification to prayer; marriage to divorce; birth to burial etc. It is derived 

primarily from the Qu’raan, the word of Allah (God), and the Sunnah, the example of the life of 
Prophet Muhammad (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him). 


Shari’ah rulings have been developed to help Muslims understand their faith and make it easier for 
them to observe their daily lives within the legal framework of their faith whilst still maintaining 
the ‘law of the land’. 


"He has not placed any hardship for you in religion," (Qur'aan 22:87) 


To explain, Shari’ah law can run alongside the remits of Western law, and not in opposition to it, 

as Islamic law strictly encourages the requirement to ‘uphold the law of the land’. For instance 

Muslim communities in the West, have established Shari’ ah courts to deal with family or business 
disputes which aim to work alongside and not in opposition to the law of the land. 


The greatest criticisms of Shari’ah law is that it prescribes cruel and harsh punishments. The 

reality is that although the set punishments may seem cruel, they are rarely exercised due to the 

fact that they act as effective deterrents against crimes of all nature. This can be compared to 
capital punishment in countries across the globe in Asia, Africa and the United States. 


Islamic Shari’ah teaches us to live life in a way that no one is harmed, whether it be physical, 
verbal or emotional. 


The laws of Islamic Shari’ah are primarily addressed and applied 
to only those who believe in it. In other words, only Muslims are 
required to abide by the laws of Islamic Shari’ah. 


laawic Dac 
ACT AM NCTHEDC 
ZOLA. 2 VO UIND 


© Produced by istamicposters.co.uk 
















WHATIS % 


JIHAD 







‘Jihad’ is one of the most widely used, abused and misunderstood Arabic words in the world. The 
term ‘Jihad’ is used in all types of media ranging from television, radio and print media to conjure 
up images of fighting, violence or killing people. Some have incorrectly defined the word ‘Jihad’ 
as ‘spreading Islam by the sword’ or ‘Holy War’. The ideology of Holy war was first conceived 
by the Crusaders and not of Islamic origin. Furthermore, there exists no evidence within the 
Qur’aan or the teachings of the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) to suggest ‘Jihad’ is 
intended as Holy war against non-Muslims, as is meant in the above context. In fact, Islam 
actually condemns taking the life of an innocent person (be it a Muslim or non-Muslim) and 
considers it to be a major sin and crime, which is severely punishable under Islamic law. 


Allah says in the Qur’aan (Koran) “...whosoever killed a person - unless it be for killing a person 
or for creating disorder in the land - it shall be as if he had killed all mankind; and who-so gave 
life to one, it shall be as if he had given life to all mankind” [Qur’aan Ch5:V32] 


The confusion surrounding the term Jihad can be eradicated by looking closely at the actual 

definition of the term. The word Jihad stems from the Arabic root word ‘J-H-D’, which literally 

means “to struggle” or “to strive”. There are many forms of Jihad but the most important ones are; 

‘Jihad al-Nafs’ (Jihad against one’s self), ‘Jihad bil-Lisaan’ (by being vocal against evil), ‘Jihad 

bil Yaad’ (Jihad by using action against evil and oppression), each type of Jihad is ranked 
differently. 


Jihad is not about killing people but denotes any type of striving or positive struggle, whether it 
be a teacher who is teaching ; a person helping the poor or the elderly; parents helping their 


JIHAD ini children in learning good virtues; a person involved in charity is also performing jihad. Fighting 
pig * | to protect and defend the innocent by eradicating oppression and tyranny is also a form of jihad, 
MEAN.... be it by actions, words or in combat. The Qur’aan also teaches humanity to stand up for justice 


against atrocities or injustice even if against one’s own family or in favour of one who you dislike. 
HOLY WAR Any struggle encountered in day to day life to please Allah (God) can be considered ‘Jihad’. 
“O you who have attained faith! Be ever steadfast in your devotion to Allah (God), bear witness 
to truth in all equity; and never let the hatred of anyone lead you into the sin of deviating from 
justice. Be just: this is the closest to being God-conscious.” [Qur’aan Ch5:V8] 


Another factor that needs to be considered in removing confusion surrounding the term is the 

context in which the word is used in the Qur’aan. On the one hand the Qur’aan uses the term to 

describe events that were taking place at the time and revelations through the Prophet (peace be 

upon Him) in response to those events. Whilst on the other hand it was meant as instruction for 

future generations to view ‘Jihad’ as struggle of the soul in everyday life to please Allah, not as 

instruction to go to Holy war as is constantly repeated by the media. It is easy to pull words out 
of context when dealing with religious scriptures. 
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WHOIS A 


MUSLIM 


A Muslim is someone who submits to Allah (God). Literally the word 
Muslim means ‘One who practises Islam’. Islam is not a new religion, 
but acknowledges the same teachings revealed to mankind through all of 
Allah’s (God) Messengers (Peace Be Upon Them All). A Muslim 
worships Allah (God) alone without associating any partners with Him. 


Any of Allah’s creation from anywhere in the Universe who has belief in 
the One and Only Allah (God), and His Prophets (Peace Be Upon Them 
All) and whatever message they brought, is described as a Muslim. 


To become a Muslim, one only needs to believe in and declare the 

Testimony of Faith: “I testify that there is none worthy of worship 

except Allah (God), and I testify that Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him) 
is a Messenger of Allah (God).” 


Islam is a structured way of life which is followed by more than a fifth 

of the world’s population. A Muslim can be of any background, race, 

ethnicity, colour, or gender. People following the teachings of Islam can 

be found throughout the world in many countries, ranging from 

Australia, China, Russia, India, Middle East, Italy, France, U.K, Brazil, 
Canada and the U.S.A. 


A Muslim takes his/her guidance from the final Holy Scripture — The 
Qur’aan (Koran), and from the teachings of the Prophet Muhammad 
(Peace Be Upon Him) — The Hadith. A Muslim must also believe that 
what ever Teachings and Books the previous Prophets brought from 
Allah (God) were correct and they were a source of guidance for the 
people of those eras - i.e. Torah (Tawraat), Psalms (Zabur) and Gospel 
(Injeel). These sources would have provide guidance on the day to day 
practices, codes of conduct and rights and responsibilities in life. 






A Muslim is one who must also believe in the Articles 
of Faith, that is, to have belief in: 


One God (Allah) 
Angels of Allah 
All Divine Scriptures of Allah (e.g. Torah, Psalms, Bible and The Qur’aan) 
All Messengers of Allah (e.g. Abraham (Ibraheem), David (Dawood), 
Moses (Musa), Jesus (Isa) and Muhammad, Peace Be Upon Them All) 
Destiny (Al Qadr) 
Life after death 
The Day of Judgement 
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THE FIRST FOUR 


KHALIFAHS 


OF ISLAM 








Significance of the Khalifah (Caliphate) 


As a successor of the Prophet Muhammad = (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam), a Khalifah<(Radi Allahu anha) 
was the head of the Muslim community and his primary responsibility was to continue along the path 
shown by the Prophet Muhammad = . He would be.a mere ruler and not sovereign, as sovereignty belongs 


with Allah#¢ (Subhaanahu wa Taala) alone. 


Abu Bakr As-Siddig (8th June 632 - 23 August 634 A.D.) 


Abu Bakr 4 known as Abd-Allah ibn Abu-Qahafa but given the name Abd-al-Kaa'bah (Servant of the Kaa'bah) at 
birth. He was born in Makkah in 573 C.E. in the Banu Taym branch of the Quraysh tribe. Abu Bakr # was the son 
of Uthman Abu Qahafa and Salma (known as Umm-ul-Khair, Mother of the Good). He was a merchant by trade 
and the first among the Sahaabah # (companions) to accept Islam. Abu Bakr 4 accompanied the Prophet 
Muhammad & during the Hijrah (migration) to Madinah. Abu Bakr 2 loved his faith more than anything else. He 
was a very close friend & companion of the Prophet & since childhood, and was by his side through the difficult 
early years of Islam. He was given the title Companion of the Cave. He freed many slaves, including Hazrat 
Bilal-# (a dark skinned Ethiopian slave who went on to become a very close companion of the Prophet #). One 
of the many contributions of Abu Bakr was the collection and compilation of the Holy Qur’aan. He lived a very 
simple, pious and upright life. Abu Bakr # was a true servant of Allah 4 (God) and a meticulous follower of the 
Prophet Muhammad. His daughter ‘Aisha& was the blessed wife of Prophet Muhammad®. His Caliphate lasted 
for 27 months. On Monday 23 August 634 A.D. Abu Bakr As-Siddique # died in Madinah and was buried by the 
side of Prophet Muhammad. 


Umar ibn Al-Khattaab <& (23rd Aug 634 - 7th Nov 644 A.D.) 


Umar was the son of Khattaab. He is famously known in Islamic history as Al-Faroog (the Distinguisher between 
Sela) @r-larem \icelalepm-lalemial-Mile ja @r-lilelemcomel-Ma-li (eM Uili@-lei emilee Mellie ime) miele Me RCE CL 
respected for his justice and earned the title Daarul Adaal (house of justice). His acceptance of Islam is also very 
famous. A special prayer of the Prophet & was accepted which led to Umar accepting the Islamic faith. 
Umar was a very brave and straight-forward person. He was tough and uncompromising in Islamic principles. 
He was a great and talented ruler. During his Khilaafah (administration), vast areas of the Roman & Persian 
empires and the whole of Egypt accepted Islamic rule. He was a gifted speaker. Simplicity & devotion were some 
of his main characteristics. Umar#> used to wear simple clothes, including ones with had many patches and yet 
received governors, convoys and diplomats. He established Population Census and the first Islamic Lunar 
or} (-Jaler-| mem ol-sellalalinle Mm icelisMmtil-Maliielemciil(ele-lecelam com t-lellir-lab mm (e)e-e)(-1 amas 3 e-]e) ie al-re Mel felat-lal-lel-- Mm ire 
homes and had roads & canals constructed during his noble era. On Sunday 7th November 644 A.D., Umar 
Al-Farooq passed away in Madinah from serious injury inflicted upon him 3 days earlier by a rebel whilst he was 
leading congregational prayers. He was buried by the side of Prophet Muhammad. 


Uthmaan Ibn Affaan -& (11th November 644 -17 July 656 A.D.) 


‘Uthmaan 2, the son of Affaan was born in Ta’if into the wealthy Umayyad (Banu Umayya) clan of the Quraysh 
tribe. 'Uthmaan “ accepted Islam at the invitation of Abu Bakr “. After which, he migrated to Abyssinia with his 
wife Ruqayyah &, the daughter of Prophet Muhammad. They later moved back to Makkah and then migrated 
to Madinah. After Ruqayyah & passed away, he married Umme Kulthum #, another daughter of the Prophet &. 
Because of this, he earned the title Zhun-Nurayn (Man with Two Lights). 'Uthmaan #:was a very generous man. 
(cM Ucy eM Comyel-lulem-Mle)@e)Munlelal) Mlimelce( sm CRr a liClCMliriue-liem Ric -61- lia -Melcelllelia-lelellig@url\aaeieliulis 
& social reforms. 'Uthmaan made copies of the Holy Qur’aan from the original and sent it to capitals cities such 
as Kufa, Damascus, Makkah and Basrah, each accompanied by a Qari (Reciter of the Holy Qur’aan) for the 
guidance of the readers. Although he was very rich, his living was very simple. He did not indulge in luxury and 
was ever mindful of death. Major parts of the night were spent in Salaah (prayer). He also fasted every second or 
third day. On Friday 17th of Dhul Hijjah, in the year 35 A.H., 'Uthmaan Ibn Affaan was made Shaheed (martyred) 
by rebels, whilst he was reading the Holy Qur’aan inside his house. He was 84 years old and was buried in 
Jannatul Bagi (graveyard in Madinah). 


Ali ibn Abi Taalib (656 - 661 A.D.) 


Ali 2 the son of Abu Taalib, an uncle of Prophet Muhammad®, was born in Kufa, Iraq. Ali # married 
Faatimah &, the daughter of Muhammad &. They had 3 sons, Hasan, Husain & Mohsin “> and 2 daughters Zainab 
and Umm-Kulthum . He also held many important positions of authority during the time of Muhammad & and 
the first 3 Caliphs#e. He had great love for learning and was a great and learned person himself. He was given the 
title of Bab-Ul-Ilm (Gate of Learning). He was also called ‘Asaadullah’ (Lion of Allah). Ali transferred the Islamic 
Capital from Madinah to Kufah in Iraq during his Khilaafah. He lived a simple life, refusing any luxury foods and 
lo) c-Met iuale) (cma oltal-cMaalial (lure elm cal-Melele) Mia (-M ele) (omy (-1-]eMelamaal-Meicolllalem-laeh di @elsmen-Milele) Mam (ele (omy el-lale Maley 
nights in Salaah (prayer) and would fast for three days in a row. Honesty, piety, justice & love of the truth were 
the main marks of his character. In the early morning of the 24th of January 661 A.D. (19th Ramadhaan), Ibn 
Muljim stabbed Ali with a poisoned dagger whilst he was on his way to the Masjid (Mosque) for Fajr Salaah 
(morning prayer). On January 28th, 661 A.D. (21st of Ramadhan) Ali ibn Abu Taalib passed away from the 
wound aged 63 years old. He had asked his friends and family to bury him in a secret location. 


is = Glorified and most High 

= = May Allah Shower His Mercy and blessings upon Him 
ee = Allah be pleased with her 

{>= Allah be pleased with him 
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THE 
FOUR GREAT IMAMS 


(OC) 


The rulings given to us by Almighty Allah and His Messenger Muhammad = (peace 
be upon him) are found in the sacred text of the Qur’aan and in the Sunnah 
(practices and teachings of the Prophet & and his companions). In order to derive 
avi iiate hme licorel thm iceliiman(-mOlUlm-l-lam Mel lalal-lapmelal =m alci-rer Mm com el-mallelalhmeler-lililcrem-lale 
have mastered many different disciplines. After the time of the Sahabah =, many 
highly qualified and learned scholars were consulted by Muslims around the world 
fol melelier-lale-melimritlulemeeliiire  MACMrilumilemyele--lemr-la-lalemU(e(-Mla-Bialelam) el-la-me)i 
time these scholars were required to impart their knowledge to Muslims across 
many lands. Each of these highly qualified scholars who were masters of many 
disciplines would form principles (Usool) which they would use to derive rulings 
from the Qur’aan and Hadith. These great scholars were many in number however, 
four of these gained great appreciation and following across the Muslim world. 
These four well-known scholars are Imam Abu Hanifa (R.A. —- Rahmatullaahi Alayhi: 
May Allah’s mercy be on him), Imam Malik (R.A.), Imam Shafi’i (R.A.) and Imam 
Ahmad bin Hanbal (R.A.). They were all highly proficient in the subjects of Islamic 
Mare) waicrele(-m ome Mmm E-1it-1-) mm (@L0l@t-lal(om=>.4e)t-lal-ldlolarypma-lelidem (mse) elal-idlemar-lar-leleitymmale in 
CET arom Ulery o)aule(-lale-)m-lalemaalswale-le)(eml-laleler-le(—m 


Each one of them was a Muhaddith and a Faqeeh. A 
WUT ar-Veloliaamewe)a-mu7idame (=) om dale) iu (cle le(-Me) Mm dal-M ace) e)al-id(e 
teachings and actions. A Faqeeh is one who has a deep 
understanding of Islamic law & jurisprudence, and can 
derive the laws from its primary sources. The rulings 
derived by these four great Imam’s of Fiqh and the 
principles they used to derive these rulings were collated 
cole (-laal-Jar-lale Mc -iislaccre mm com- FM laleliUlelllmeianlele) Mem iit liulie 
FAW OUElelat-le) Pm MalericmUtlelal-lekw-lc¢-maeliliilelal \acciiclecsrem ce The Four 
as the Hanafi, Maliki, Shafi‘i, and Hanbali schools of 


thought. The Madhab's of the four great Imam’s are Great Imams 
structured to make it easy for Muslims to act upon the : 
é : of Figh 


injunctions of the Qur’aan and Sunnah. The differences 
between these schools of thought are in minor practical Part 1 
differences, as most Muslims consider them all fundamentally 

the same. 


All four Madhabs are correct and applicable in their 
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ie ERE S Imam Abu Hanifa (80 -150 A.H) 

eS oH eo % Abu Hanifa (R.A. - Rahmatullaahi Alayhi: May Allah’s mercy be upon him) was born in the 
ws Heleueae aR, at era of the Companions. He met many companions of the Prophet & (May Allah Shower His 
. Mercy and blessings upon Him) and is counted amongst the Tabi'un (those who saw and 
followed the Companions of the Prophet #:). He grew up in Al-Kufah and became versed 
in Hadith as well as Figh (Islamic law and Jurisprudence) and opinion. He had a great 
ability that, upon initially hearing any Hadith, he could memorize it word for word with 
its chain of narration. It is very important to understand that one can never become a 
Faqeeh without being a Muhaddith. He was divinely gifted with both of these bounties. 
The Hanafi Madhab is the most widely followed school of thought and practiced by the 
majority of the Muslims in the world. Imam Abu Hanifa (R.A.) had a group of devoted 
students who learned from him and conveyed what he taught. Amongst his students 
were Abu Yusuf, Muhammad bin Al-Hasan Ash-Shaybaani and Zufar bin Al-Hudhayl 
(R.A.). Imam Abu Hanifa (R.A.) passed away in 150 AH / 767CE in the state of prostration 
at 70 years of age. More than 50,000 people attended his Janazah (Funeral Prayers). 
Amongst his compilations in the field of Hadith, 'Kitabal-Athar' is well known and widely 
accepted around the globe. 


Imam Malik (93 — 179 A.H) 
Another of the four great Imams, Imam Malik (R.A.), also known as Abu Abdillah and Imam Darul Hijrah, is the founder of the Maliki 
school of thought. He grew up in Al-Madinah al Munawwarah. He loved knowledge and respected and glorified the Sunnah of the 
Prophet. Imam Malik (R.A.) never taught a Hadith without ablution. He has various literary compilations and his ‘Muwatta’ is one 
of the most famous. He was only 20 years old when 70 scholars of Madinah bore witness to his knowledge and proclaimed him 
capable of |jtihad (an ability to derive law from Qur’aan and Hadith) and giving Fatawa (Islamic rulings). His book ‘Muwatta’ is one 
of the first ever compilation in the field of Hadith. 


Imam Al Shafi’i (150 - 204 A.H) 
When he was two years old he was brought to Makkah. He became an orphan at a very early age and was taught by Malik ibn Anas 
(R.A.). He was highly ranked for his knowledge and understanding of jurisprudence. Imam Shafi'l (R.A.) was independent, 
generous, broad-minded and very understanding. He completed the memorisation of the Holy Qur’aan at a very young age of 7 
years old. Every night he used to complete the recitation of the whole Qur'aan, and in Ramadhaan throughout the day and night 
he used to complete the Qur’aan twice. It is stated that in Ramadhaan he used to finish the Qur’aan 7 times in Salaah. Imam Al 
Shafi'i (R.A.) started giving Fatwa when he was only 15 years old. He studied under the great Imam Muhammad ibn Hasan 
Ash-Shaybaani (R.A.). Imam Al Shafi’i (R.A.) was the founder of the Shafi’i school of thought. 

















Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal (164 — 241 A.H.) - a 
Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal (R.A.) started learning the knowledge of Hadith 
at a young age. He listened to his teachers in Baghdad and then travelled 
to Al-Hijaz and to Al-Yemen to acquire Hadith. He became famous among h 
people through his piety and goodness. His personal cleanliness and lack T e F our 
of concern for worldly things were to such an extent that he became an : 
example for these attributes. He went through many trials and tribulations Gr eat Imams 
to safeguard the sanctity of the book of Allah, the Holy Qur'aan. The day he ie Lr % me = ’ A =" 
died was a remarkable day. All of Baghdad’s men and women came out to OT rig 
say farewell in a show of respect to him - not only the Muslims, but the 
Jews and Christians were also saddened by his passing away. Everyone 
was tearful at his sad demise. He has compiled over 27,000 Ahaadith in his 
famous book ‘Al-Musnad’ Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal (R.A.) was the founder 
of the Hanbali school of thought. 
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Ae STATUS OF WOMEN & Zs 
IN ISLAM LS 


The status of women in Islam is often interpreted in ways that are sexist and 

not true to the true teachings of equality in the Qur’aan and the model provided 

by Prophet Muhammad. Islam gave women rights over 1400 years ago which 
they had never been granted before during the era of Jahiliyyah (ignorance) 












OVER 1400 YEARS AGO:- 
IIT Tan mlavemaa(-m@lelmr-t-lame(-relt-le-re Mm e)anl-iam-lalemanslam-le [er] Mlameg-r-le(elan 
IETF Taa mer hom olantslamealcmale|alm-laleme(Uiamcomelele-liam-le[U(er-ld(olan 
AEF Tas meo)alel-enlal-rem elect tit-lanl(om o)e-lead(erme(-lele-lollalem-laveme)e)ee-ss-yiale mu e)tnlsap 
a at=malelalmcom-> ¢0)c-s-maal-1i me) e)ial(e)am-lalem ol-mal-t-] cep 
aH at-mt-lnnlem ali elared(o)arw-]acem e)colalie)id(e)arwe)miit-lnem-vel0r-lihvmr-]0)e)\yacom ole) aamy-> <-s 


aKTETaamer-\Vomueltitclamaal-malelaime)minlalslele-lalecm-lalem aalcmatelalme)miarelhyaielUr-)miale(-)el-ale(alme)ialejalle 
(o) -  o) ce) ola sm Ula) ar-lan) ol-1e-cem e)'a-layZe)al=e 


ESF Taamer-\V/-miVelstl=iam dale alelalmcom-( eco) 0) om c-}[-1el me) mal-velelat-lt-e-Mint-lfer-le (=o) ce) olest-| Mig- mi celtem OCC TIU Ce 


mi at-Malelalmicome)eje-|iam-Meol\ie)ca-miceliimal-lmaletiey-lalemelaMey-[eme|colUlaletyms)al-mer-lal-|eMer-llamaeljicelehvmeyi 
their children after the divorce. 


«Women were given the right to work or trade to earn money if they so wished. Her earnings are 
her own to do with as she chooses, as it is the duty of the Muslim man to provide all the 
necessities for his family. 


- As far as religious obligations are concerned, a woman is to be considered not much different 
than a man with regards to her responsibilities towards God and has equality of reward for equal deeds. 
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THE HEAD-COVERING (HIJAB) - VEIL 


Muslim women wear the head-covering (hijab) and sometimes a veil that covers 

the face except for the eyes, in fulfilment of God's decree to dress modestly. From 

me) ¢-\eid(er-] Mie] ale] ole) ial emi ae y-1a-- Wacom (e(-Jaldiavmelal-m-\w-]ancleale)diavem com eliio\  mCrolom in 

daily life and, therefore, protects women from unwanted advances from men. 

This type of modest dress has been worn by righteous women throughout 

al} Ke) a'Am ace) talialcialam=> Clin) o)(--M- lem de-lelid(olal-|mer-]daleli(om \ Ulam-lalemaal-mUicellamilt late 
nate) aal=] me) me (-t10 On Balm avi (Me) mele-rsy ale Mantele(-c ia)’ hem] 0) el (-meem alsa 
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NNT) ASH-SHIFA 


Six Quranic Verses of Healing 
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Wa yash- fis sudoora gaw-mim mu'mineen 
And [God] shall heal the breast of the believers (Surah Tawba, 9:14) 


ses)! alJtlins 


Wa shi-faa-ul limaa fis-sudoor 
Healing for (the diseases) in your hearts (Surah Yunus, 10:57) 
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Yakhruju mim butooniha sharaabum-mukhtalifun alwaanuhu feehi shifaaul-lin-naas 
There comes from within the bodies of the bee a drink of varying colors wherein is healing for mankind (Surah Nahl, 16:69) 


She USS 5 8h sh byl Bleeds 


Wa nu-naz-zilu minal Qur'aani maa huwa shifaauw wa ahs matul lil-mu'mineen 
And We sent down in the Qur'aan such things that have healing and mercy for the believers (Surah Najm, 17:82) 


ABAD 56 sid IS) 


Wa idhaa marid-tu fahuwa ti: -feen 
And when I am ill, it is [God] who cures me (Surah Shu ‘ara, 26:80) 
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Qul huwa lil-ladheena aamanoo hudaw wa shifaa' 
And declare (O Muhammad) that [the Quran] is a guidance and healing for the believers (Surah Fussilat, 41:44) 


It is also recommended to recite Durood frequently, 
Seve ae Laletvem-bamolecemeleeetlelo ae) manetle 
and Istighfaar in abundance. 


It is Sunnah to seek medical advice 
These are verses from the Quran so please observe the rules for 
the handling and recitation 
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‘The status of Women in Islam’, in particular the wearing of ‘Hijab’ is often the target 
of negative media attention. This often stems from misconceptions surrounding the 
purpose of Hijab. 


One of the most visual signs of Hijab being observed amongst women is the covering 

of the hair, however, Hijab involves much more than this. Hijab is defined as ‘that 

which covers and conceals’, whether it be clothing, words, actions etc. Hijab extends 

beyond clothing to include moral conduct, behaviour, attitude and intention of both 

males and females. Furthermore it includes ‘Hijab’ of the eyes, the heart, thoughts and 

intentions. Men and women are both required to dress modestly and hence cover 
certain parts of their body. 


Muslim women who observe Hijab, in the clothing sense, find it liberating and feel it serves to protect them from preying 

eyes and unwanted advances from men. In addition they argue that people learn to admire their personality and intellect, 

irrespective of their beauty. Further it frees them from having to follow the latest fashion trends. Various terms are used to 

describe the Hijab across cultures such as Jilbaab, Niqaab, Burkha, Headscarf, Veil and so on. Contrary to popular 

misconceptions, Muslim women are given much greater respect than males. Equally a mother’s rank has been placed much 
higher than that of the father. 


In some Muslim societies women cover the entire body including the face from men other than their family members that 
they are not allowed to marry. They choose to cover that which they believe has been gifted to them by Allah 1.e., their 
beauty, and show themselves only to whom they are permitted. 


Hijab is also an ordained requirement of all the previous divine faiths including Judaism and Christianity. Modest dress has 

been worn by righteous women throughout history; prominent examples are the Virgin Mary, Mother of Jesus (peace be 

upon her) and traditional Catholic Nuns. Women observe Hijab of their own free will and it cannot be forced onto someone. 
They simply observe the Hijab because it is a command of Allah (God). 


Allah (God) says in Quran: “O Prophet! Tell thy Wives, and Daughters, and the believing Women, that they should cast 
their outer garments over their persons: that is better, that they should be known (as such) and not abused. And Allah is 
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.” [Qur'aan Ch33: V60] 

“Tell the believing men to lower 


their gaze and protect their private 


B 

{ t parts. That is purer for them. 
| Verily, Allah is All-Aware of what 
they do... And tell the believing 
women to lower their gaze, and 
protect their private parts and not 
to show off their adornment except 
only that which is apparent...” 
[Qur’aan Ch24 v30-31] 














Allah (God) Also Says: 
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Halaal is an Arabic word meaning lawful or permitted. The opposite of Halaal is Haraam, which 

means unlawful or prohibited. Halaal and Haraam are universal terms that apply to all facets of 

life, from the words we speak to money and loans. However, it is with food and the slaughter of 
animals with which most people tend to associate the terms ‘Halaal’ and ‘Haraam’. 


Say, "I do not find in the revelations given to me any food that is prohibited for any eater except: 
carrion (animals that die of themselves), running blood, the meat of pigs, for it is contaminated, 
and the meat of animals blasphemously dedicated to other than God." [Qur’aan 6:145] 


The Halaal method of slaughtering 
In terms of food, Halaal and Haraam can apply to what kind of animal is used and the way they are 
slaughtered. Islamic law states that animals must be killed in the quickest and most painless way. 
The animal must be healthy, should be placed in a comfortable position facing the Qiblah (the 
Muslim direction of prayer) and the butcher must make a recitation dedicating it to Allah (God) 
whilst the jugular vein, carotid artery and windpipe are cut with a single swipe from a sharp knife. 
The animal dies immediately and the blood drains away. 


Inhumane? 
The Islamic practice of slaughtering animals has frequently come under attack by some groups as 
being cruel. It is claimed that Halaal slaughter is a painful and inhumane method of killing 
animals. In most Western countries it is required by law to stun the animals to render the animal 
unconscious and prevent it from reviving before it is slaughtered. 


Other Faiths 


The Halaal method of slaughter is not confined to Islam alone. The Jewish faith also follows the 
very same principles when slaughtering animals for Kosher meat. It is a long held belief of both 
faiths that the method described above is the most painless method of slaughtering animals. 


Treatment of animals in Islam 
In Islam, the Qur'an and Hadith (sayings of the Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him) give clear 
guidance on several matters concerning animals, from their roles in this world to the correct 
method of slaughter for food. As a Muslim, one must follow strict guidelines. In the Qur’aan and 
Hadith it is emphasized that animals must be treated as humanely as any other of God's vast 
creation. The Qur’aan states that cruelty to animals is equivalent to cruel treatment of a human being. 


Whatever the case, animals are beautiful creations from Allah (God) and should be treated as such. 
The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) repeatedly forbade cruelty to animals and said; 


"Whoever is kind to the creatures of God is kind to himself." (Bukhari) 
Scientific Evidence 


Many scientific assessments on methods of slaughter have concluded that the Halaal/Kosher 

methods of slaughter were the least painful and most healthy methods. One European study by 

Professor Wilhelm Schulze and his colleague Dr. Hazim at the School of Veterinary Medicine, 

Hannover University in Germany undertook a study to determine the level of pain experienced by 

animals subjected to the different methods of slaughter. They concluded that the Halaal method of 

slaughter is the most humane and painless method of slaughter and that captive bolt stunning, 
practiced in the West, causes severe pain to the animal. 
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THE MUSLIM 


FAMILY 


The family plays an important role in the life of a Muslim and is a foundation of Islamic 

society. A family unit is highly valued. The peace, stability and security it offers is seen as 

essential for the spiritual growth of Muslims. They are encouraged to look after elderly 

members of their community, in particular those of their immediate family. Hence the reason 
why most Muslims live in extended families. 


Parents and Elders 
Caring for parents is considered an honour, blessing, duty and an opportunity for great 
spiritual growth. Allah (God) asks that we not only pray for our parents, but act with 
limitless compassion, remembering that when we were helpless children they gave priority 
to us over themselves. 


“Oh Lord have mercy upon my Parents, as they nurtured me when i was small” [Ch17:v24] 


When they reach old age, Muslim parents are treated mercifully, with the same kindness and 

selflessness. There are no ‘old people’s homes’ in Islam. Serving one's parents is a duty 

second only to prayer, and it is their right to expect it. It is considered despicable to express 
any irritation when, through no fault of their own, the old become difficult. 


Your Lord has commanded that you worship none but Him, and be kind to parents. If either 
one or both of them reach old age with you, do not say 'uff (an expression of annoyance) to 
them or chide them, but speak to them in terms of honour and kindness’. [Ch17:v23] 


Women 
Islam sees a woman, whether single or married, as an individual in her own right. She has 
the right to own and dispose of her property and earnings. The status of a woman once 
married or as a mother is highly elevated in Islam. Mothers are particularly honoured. The 
Hadith (teachings or sayings of the Prophet, Peace Be Upon Him) states that 


'Heaven lies under the feet of mothers' [Ahmad, Nasai] 


Wife 
“The most perfect in faith amongst believers is he who is best in manners and kindest to his 
wife.” [Abu Dawud] 


A marriage dowry must be given to the bride by her husband for her own personal use. No 

woman can be forced into marriage, she can choose her own partner. What ever help she 

offers in the home, Allah (God) will reward her in full on the day of judgement and the help 

should be appreciated by the husband. Both men and women are expected to dress in a way 

which is modest and dignified; the traditions of female dress found in some Muslim 
countries are often the expression of local customs. 


Children 


Children are seen as the mercy and gift from Allah (God). It is stated in the Qur'aan that it 
is Allah (God) who brings about the birth of a child when and as He wills. Children in Islam 
are considered as ‘the coolness of the eyes’. They have certain rights owed to them by their 
parents which include giving the child a good name, teaching them right from wrong etc. 
The care, upbringing and welfare of young children are the responsibility of the whole 
family, including extended family members. During the pre-Islamic period in many places 
around the world boys were considered superior to girls and received better treatment. This 
stigma is still prevalent in some cultures and countries even today, however Islam abolished 
this notion in areas where Islam was accepted. 
The Qur’aan very much condemns such practices: 
“Lo! Evil is the Treatment they pass on” [Ch16:v58-59] 
Parents are encouraged to invest their time, energy and finance into their children. Allah 


(God) promises that any good deed done by the children, Allah (God) will write for the 
parents an equivalent reward. 
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There is a widely held misconception that Muslim women are 
considered inferior to men, they are oppressed because of the way they 
dress and are denied basic rights. In fact, Islam has granted women 
rights covering all areas of their lives over fourteen hundred years ago, 
such as the right to inherit; trade, invest, work, seek financial gain; 
own, buy and sell assets; seek knowledge and education. In 
comparison to the West, which awarded women only some of these 
rights in recent decades. 


In the words of Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon 

him): "Seeking knowledge is obligatory upon every Muslim," 

irrespective of age, gender or colour. The most basic right of a woman 

in Islam is the knowledge and recognition that she never has to ask, 

demand or fight for those rights that have been granted to her by Allah 
(God) Himself. 


Allah (God) says in the Qur’aan: "O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who created you from a single soul (Adam), 

and from him (Adam) He created his wife (Eve), and from them both He created many men and women. And fear 

Allah (God) through Whom you demand your mutual (rights), and (do not cut the relations of) the wombs (kinship). 
Surely, Allah (God) is a constant Watcher over you." [Qur’aan 4:1] 


Prior to the revelation of the Qur’aan, women in Arabia and beyond were treated as slaves and were denied their 
independence and rights. In some Western countries, women were considered as evil or as witches and companions 
of the devil. The birth of a daughter in a family was a source of humiliation, and the practice of killing baby girls was 
widespread. The Qur’aan warned people of being held accountable on the Day of Judgment for such a heinous practice. 


An entire chapter of the Qur'aan is dedicated to the mention of women. Many verses refer to the treatment and rights 
of women, such as: "O You who believe! You are forbidden to inherit women against their will, and you should not 
treat them with harshness ...." [Qur’aan 4:19] 


Mothers are held in such high esteem in Islam as they endure nine months of pregnancy and, in most cases, two years 
of suckling. The Prophet Muhammad’s (pbuh) companion Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him), reported 
that a person said: “Allah's Messenger (pbuh) who amongst people is most deserving of my good treatment? He 
replied: Your mother. He asked: “Then who?” Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) answered: “Again it is your mother.” The 
man questioned: “Then who?” Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) retorted: “Again it is your mother.” The man asked again: 
“Then who?” Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) replied: “Then your father.” (Sahih Muslim) 


Similarly, men in their role as fathers, brothers and husbands have a duty to care for women. This includes being 
financially responsible for them; providing them with food, clothing and shelter; support their education; and 
protecting them from harm. 
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Mistakes in Salaah 
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- Do not delay your Salaah intentionally. 

- Do not wear inappropriate clothing for Salaah and make sure your 
satr is covered at all times. 

- Do not pray Salaah with sleeves rolled up. 

- Men should not let their clothing hang lower than their ankles. 
Women should wear clothes that hang below their ankles. 

- When forming new rows in a congregation, start from directly 
behind the Imaam. Chair users or those sitting on the floor should 
start from the sides. 

- Do not play around in Salaah eg. with your clothes, watch, the 
beard etc. 

- Stand upright with back straight and keep the eyes focused on the 
spot where the forehead will be in Sajdah (Prostration). Do not look 
around in Salaah (Fig 1). 

- Make sure your feet point towards the Qiblah. 

- Do not bend the neck and rest the chin on the chest. 

- Men should keep a minimum span of four fingers in between both 
feet. Women should keep their feet together. 

- Raise your hands up to your ears in a way that the palms face 
the Qiblah and the end of the thumbs either touch the lobes of the 
ears or are parallel to them. The rest of the fingers stay straight 
pointing upwards (Fig 2). 

- Women should raise hands up to their shoulders from within their 
scarf or other outer garment being used. Fingers and thumb all stay 
straight and joint together. 

- Do not cover the ears with the hands or grip the earlobes with the hands. 

- Men should place their folded hands below the navel whilst women 
place their hands on the chest, they should simply place the palm of 
their right hand on the back of the left hand. In this position, always 
look at the spot where forehead will be in Sajdah (Fig 3). 

- In congregational prayers, when the Imam says “Allaahu Akbar”, the 
person following should say “Allaahu Akbar” then move to the next 
position. 

- Do not move into any position before the Imaam. 

- If you are behind an Imaam, you only recite Thana, then stand silently 
listening to the recitation of the Imaam. If the Imaam’s recitation is 
not loud enough for you to hear, you should be thinking of Surah 
al-Faatihah using your heart and mind without moving your tongue. 

- Do not recite the Holy Qur’aan fast, when praying by yourself. It is 
better to recite Surah al-Faatihah and the verses of the Qur’aan 
stopping at every verse. 

- When in ruku’, men should keep the head and back straight and 
level, with the eyes looking towards the feet. Do not bend any more 
or less than that. Women should only bend down slightly enough so 
that they can touch the knees (Fig 4). 

- In ruku’, men should spread out their fingers while placing them on 
the knees (Fig 5), but women should place their fingers on the knees 
with fingers close together, i.e. there should be no space between 
fingers. 

- When standing up from ruku’, stand up straight and wait a few 
moments and do not rush. 







- Make sajdah by bending the knees, take them towards the prayer 

floor in a way that the chest does not lean forward, and then lower 

the chest. Place your hands on the floor, then the tip of the nose 
and then the forehead. Women can, right from the start, lower their 
chest and go for sajdah. 

In sajdah keep the head in between your two hands in a way that the 

end of the two thumbs come parallel to the ear-lobes. 

In sajdah, fingers on both hands should remain close together, 

leaving no space in between them. The direction of the fingers 

should be towards the Qiblah. 

For men, the elbows should stay raised off the floor. Women should 

place the whole arm, including the elbows, on the floor as close to 

the body as possible. 

When in sajdah, men should keep the stomach, the thighs and the 

arms apart (Fig 6). For women, all of these should be kept close 

together. 

In sajdah always rest your nose and forehead onto the floor (Fig 7). 

Do not poke your elbows out causing discomfort to those making 

Salaah next to you. 

Men should keep the arms apart from armpits and sides. 

Do not lift the feet off the floor during sajdah, the Salaah becomes 

invalid (Fig 8). 

When rising from Sajdah, first raise the forehead off the floor, then 

the nose-tip, then the hands, and then the knees. Sit up straight, 

calmly and comfortably 

Do not rush to make another sajdah. Spread out the left foot (like 

the blade of a hockey stick) and sit on it. Let the right foot stand 

vertically with toes turned towards the Qiblah. Women should sit 
after sajdah with both feet to the right. 

While sitting, both hands should be placed on the thighs but fingers 

should not hang down onto the knees, instead, the far ends of the 

finger tips should reach only as far as the beginning of the knee and 
point towards the Qiblah. 

Make a circle by joining your middle finger and the thumb of the 

right hand, close the little finger and the ring finger (the one next to 

it), then raise the Shahaadah (index) finger in a way that it is raised 
towards the Qiblah when you reach “Ash-hadu an laa ilaha" while 
reciting "At-tahiyyat" then let it come down and fall back at 

“illAllaah". 

- When turning the head for salaam on both sides, you should turn 
your neck just enough that your cheeks become visible to the 
person sitting behind you, eyes should be looking at the shoulders. 

- When saying “As-salaamu ‘alaykum wa rah-matul-laah" look right 
onto the shoulder, then face forward in the middle, then to the left 
shoulder. Do not look around. 


Floor 


Floor 








Never Cross infront of — when 
they are praying Salaah 


The Messenger of Allah (SAW) warned: 
“Where the one who crosses in front of a praying 
person to know the consequences of doing so, he 
would have waited for “f better than to cross in 

front of him.*(Sahih Bukhari & Muslim) 


*The forty may be days, months or even years 
Allah knows best 








METHOD OF PERFORMING 


ISTIKHARAH 


g Istikharah is a means of asking Allah (s.w.t) to choose the best for you when 
you need to make the right decision. It can be done at any time of the day 
and not just during the night before sleeping. One should not make Istikharah for Fardh (compulsory) actions i.e. Should | perform my 
Fardh Hajj or not. Istikharah is not only performed for finding the right spouse but can also be offered for Nafl (optional) and Mustahab 
(preferable) actions. Anyone can perform Istikharah and it is best that you perform it yourself. After performing Istikharah it is not necessary to 
have a dream, a gut feeling will also be sufficient. 





Jabir bin Abdullah (radiAllahu anhu) said: ‘The Prophet (sal-Allahu ‘alayhi wa-sallam) used to teach us to seek guidance from Allah in all 
matters.’ ‘He (s.a.w) would say: When anyone of you has an important matter to decide, let him pray two Rak'aahs other than the 
obligatory prayer, and then recite the Istikharah Du’aa.’ 


Perform two Rak’aah Nafl (optional) prayer - Avoid makrooh times. 
Recite 3 times “Astag-firul-laah” and then Praise man e.g. “Al-hamdu-lil-laah” 


aN ade! aWassdl 


rat 
| seek forgiveness from Allah “Al Praise be to Allah 


Convey Durood upon Prophet (s.a. wy e. _ 
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Al laa hum ma sali alaa sayidinaa Muhammadi(w)n wa alaa aaali sayidinaa Muhammadi(w)n wa heat wa salim 
O Allah, shower Your mercy upon Sayidinna Muhammad (saw) and the followers of Sayidinaa Muhammad (saw) and Peace and Blessings 


Then recite the Istikharah Du’aa: 


(Upon ee the underlined words think of the purpose Istikharah is being sought for) 
Ww 
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Al-laah-hum-ma in-nee as-takheeruka bi-'ilmika, wa-as-taqdiruka bi-qudratika, wa-as-aluka min fadh-likal ‘Azeem. Fa-in-naka taqdiru wa-laa 

‘aqdiru, wa-ta'-lamu, wa-laa a'-lamu, wa-Anta ‘Al-laamul Ghuyoob. Al-laah-hum-ma in kunta ta'-lamu an-na haadhal amra [then think of the thing 

to be decided] khayrun lee fee deeni wa-ma-'aashi wa-'‘aagibati amri -[or say: Wa'‘aa-jilihi wa 'aaa-jilihi ]- Faqdur-hu lee wa-yas-sir-hu lee thum-ma 

baarik lee feeh. Wa-in kunta ta'-lamu an-na haadhal amra [then think of the thing to be decided] shar-run lee fee deeni wa-ma-'aashi wa-'aaqibati 
amri -[or say: Wa'‘aa-jilihi wa aaa-jilihi ]- Fas-rif-hu ‘an-ni was-rif-ni 'anhu waqdur liyal khayra hay-thu kaana, thum-ma ar-dhini bih. [1] 


~~, 





O Allah, | seek guidance from You due to Your Knowledge, and | seek help from You due to Your Power, and | beseech You for Your Magnificent Grace. 

Surely, You are Capable and | am not, and You know, and | know not, and You are the Knower of the unseen. O Allah, if in Your knowledge this matter 

[then mention the thing to be decided] is good for me in my religion (Deen) and in my life and for my welfare in the life to come -[or say: in this life 

and the afterlife]- then ordain it for me and make it easy for me then bless me in it. And if You know that this matter [then mention the thing to be 

decided] is bad for me in my religion (Deen) and in my life and for my welfare in the life to come - [or say: in this life and the afterlife] - then distance 
it from me and distance me from it and ordain for me what is good wherever it may be, then help me to be content with it. [1] 


If performing the Salaah before sleeping, then sleep with Wudhu facing the Qiblah if possible. 
Carry out the action that your heart is content with. If you are still in doubt carry out the Istikharah for up to 7 days and Insha-Allah 
(God willing) a solution will be found. 
[1] Al-Bukhari 7/162] 
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HOW TO PERFORM 


SALAATUL TASBEEH 


lbn Abbas & narrated that the Messenger of Allah & said to Al-‘Abbas bin ‘Abdul-Muttalib &: 


“O Abbas, O my Uncle! Should | not give something to you? Should | not give you a present? Should | not give a gift to you? Should | not instruct you to ten 

things — If you were to do them, Allah#<will forgive your sins; the first of them and the last of them, the old of them and the new of them, the 

unintentional of them and the intentional of them, the small of them and the large of them, the hidden of them and the public of them. Ten things which are: 
that you pray four Rak’aahs............ (After this the Prophet Muhammad & taught him the way of performing this Salaah) 


The Prophet Muhammad then said; “if you are able to pray this once everyday, do so, and if you can not do so, then once every week, and if you can not 
do so, then once every month, and if you can not do so, then once every year, and if you can not do so, then once in your lifetime.” (Abu Dawud, Timmidhi, ton Majah) 


The Tasbeeh to be recited in Salaatul Tasbeeh is: 
0 


a 
<5] Aus AI YI AS IY 5 at Mast 15 awl LE 
bd 9 a“ a“ 9 a“ 9 a“ U o 
Sub-haanal-laahi, Wal Hamdu-lil-laahi, Wa-laa-ilaaha il-lal-laahu wal-laahu Akbar 
‘Glory be to Allah. All praise is due to Allah. There is no God except Allah. Allah is the Greatest.’ 


La od 1. Make Niyyah (intention) for four 6. Go into the 1st Sajdah and after the 
{ wt Rak’aahs Nafl for Salaatul Tasbeeh to \ BES olla Cole ebiat-t-lal-Mat-lele)\c- leat Mt) 
please Allah 4¢ and then start your Salaah 


| 2B Recite the above Tasbeeh 10 times 
in the normal way. ¢ he 
—. 


2. After reading Thanaa 
Recite the above Tasbeeh 15 times 


3. Then recite Ta’awwuz _  (A'uzu ' 
Bil-lahi...), Tasmiyah (Bis- mil-laah..), Surah 7. Now sit up from the first Sajdah in Jalsa 
Faatihah and any Surah. After this position (sitting position between the two 


Recite the above Tasbeeh 10 times L Some Sajdahs) and then 
Recite the above Tasbeeh 10 times 


c 


4. Then go into Ruku and after the 
BET) o]-J-]e Mm Golllomeat-l-lat- Mm at-l ens e)h\-| Mav 4-1-111p) 


Recite the above Tasbeeh 10 times 


Mn CloMialCom(ii-B--lee)aleMet-l(er-lee- lie lim il) 
PET elo) am Col¥lonsal-l-lat-Mat-leme)\y-| BARD 


Recite the above Tasbeeh 10 times 


Mm Clem sl Comme@l-lelsit-lamm C-it-lalelinre mm ele-tiilele This completes the 1st Rak’aah with the 
after Ruku) and after saying “Sami Allaah BF-T-}e]-T-laMat-hUlareMel-\-laele-hy 10M Aom (ail -1-) 


Huliman Hamidah", “Rab-bana_ Lakal =), 
Hamad”. then The remaining three Rak’aahs will be 


prayed in a similar manner but without 
Ahit-lit-t- mele) aya lilo ME -\uauueran (ele) island) 


Recite the above Tasbeeh 10 times 


Note: 

You can pray Salaatul Tasbeeh in any part of the day or night except during the Makrooh (forbidden) times for performing Salaah. It is encouraged during the 
potential nights of Laylatul-Qadr due to the blessings of that blessed night as stated in the Qur’aan (Surah Qadr, Chapter 97). 

Your aim is to recite the above Tasbeeh 300 times in total over 4 Rak'aahs with 75 Tasbeehs in each Rak’aah. Do not count loudly, or on the fingers or by 
holding beads in your hand. If by mistake the Tasbeeh in any one position is missed, recite the missed Tasbeeh in the next posture or at the end of the Rak'aah. 
You may count by pressing the fingers as a reminder. For example if you are in Ruku. You may press the first finger of your right hand first for the first count, 
then the finger next to it for the second count, then the middle finger for the third count etc. Follow this method until you reach the little finger of your left hand, 
that will give you a count of ten. Use the same method during the whole Salaah. 

There is another method to pray Salaatul Tasbeeh which is also correct and acceptable; i.e. instead of praying the 15 Tasbeeh’s after Thana (as in point 2), 
pray 15 Tasbeeh's after the Surah (point 3). Now after the 2nd Sajdah (point 8), come back to the Jalsa position (as in point 7) and then pray the 10 
remaining Tasbeehs to make the total 75 Tasbeehs in that Rak’aah - After this say “Allaahu Akbar” and stand up and start the next Rak’aah (if you are at the 
end of the second or fourth Rak'aah, then Recite the Tasbeeh before Tashahud - At-tahiy-yaatu lil-laahi..). 


If you have any questions then please ask a scholar 
This poster can be downloaded from IslamicPosters.co.uk & Xplorelsiam.com 




















The family plays an important role in the life of a Muslim and is a foundation of Islamic 

society. A family unit is highly valued. The peace, stability and security it offers is seen as 

essential for the spiritual growth of Muslims. They are encouraged to look after elderly 

members of their community, in particular those of their immediate family. Hence the reason 
why most Muslims live in extended families. 


Parents and Elders 
Caring for parents is considered an honour, blessing, duty and an opportunity for great 
spiritual growth. Allah (God) asks that we not only pray for our parents, but act with 
limitless compassion, remembering that when we were helpless children they gave priority 
to us over themselves. 


“Oh Lord have mercy upon my Parents, as they nurtured me when i was small” [Ch17:v24] 


When they reach old age, Muslim parents are treated mercifully, with the same kindness and 

selflessness. There are no ‘old people’s homes’ in Islam. Serving one's parents is a duty 

second only to prayer, and it is their right to expect it. It is considered despicable to express 
any irritation when, through no fault of their own, the old become difficult. 


Your Lord has commanded that you worship none but Him, and be kind to parents. If either 
one or both of them reach old age with you, do not say 'uff (an expression of annoyance) to 
them or chide them, but speak to them in terms of honour and kindness'. [Ch17:v23] 


Women 
Islam sees a woman, whether single or married, as an individual in her own right. She has 
the right to own and dispose of her property and earnings. The status of a woman once 
married or as a mother is highly elevated in Islam. Mothers are particularly honoured. The 
Hadith (teachings or sayings of the Prophet, Peace Be Upon Him) states that 


'Heaven lies under the feet of mothers' [Ahmad, Nasai] 
Wife 


“The most perfect in faith amongst believers is he who is best in manners and kindest to his 
wife.” [Abu Dawud] 


A marriage dowry must be given to the bride by her husband for her own personal use. No 

woman can be forced into marriage, she can choose her own partner. What ever help she 

offers in the home, Allah (God) will reward her in full on the day of judgement and the help 

should be appreciated by the husband. Both men and women are expected to dress in a way 

which is modest and dignified; the traditions of female dress found in some Muslim 
countries are often the expression of local customs. 


Children 


Children are seen as the mercy and gift from Allah (God). It is stated in the Qur'aan that it 
is Allah (God) who brings about the birth of a child when and as He wills. Children in Islam 
are considered as ‘the coolness of the eyes’. They have certain rights owed to them by their 
parents which include giving the child a good name, teaching them right from wrong etc. 
The care, upbringing and welfare of young children are the responsibility of the whole 
family, including extended family members. During the pre-Islamic period in many places 
around the world boys were considered superior to girls and received better treatment. This 
stigma is still prevalent in some cultures and countries even today, however Islam abolished 
this notion in areas where Islam was accepted. 


The Qur’aan very much condemns such practices: 
“Lo! Evil is the Treatment they pass on” [Ch16:v58-59] 
Parents are encouraged to invest their time, energy and finance into their children. Allah 
(God) promises that any good deed done by the children, Allah (God) will write for the 
parents an equivalent reward. 
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HOW DOES ISLAM VIEW 


DEATH | 


Amongst the fundamental Articles of Faith a Muslim believes in Resurrection, 

the Day of Judgment, Accountability and Heaven & Hell. The present life is 

considered to be only a temporary period of time in order to prepare for the 

hereafter. All the Prophets of Allah (God) called the people to worship Allah 

(God) and to believe in life after death. Much emphasis was placed on the 

belief in life after death and preparing for it, by carrying out good actions and 
abstaining from bad deeds. 


“Every (soul) shall taste death” [Qur’aan: Surah Aale Imraan: Ch3:v185] 


When a Muslim dies, he or she is washed usually by a family member, 
shrouded in plain white sheets of cloth, after the funeral prayer has been 
offered upon the deceased. Muslims consider this as one of the final services 
they should do for fellow believers, and an opportunity to remember their own 
brief existence here on earth. The body of the deceased is considered as a trust 
from Allah (God) which must be returned. Therefore, Muslims make haste in 
making burial arrangements and try to avoid post mortems (autopsy) unless 
necessary. Burial of any deceased is the responsibility of the whole 
community, many of whom may not be related to the person who has passed 
away but may attend the funeral prayer. This also acts as a comfort for the 
family and friends of the deceased. 


The Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him) taught that three things can 
continue to help a person even after death; charity which they had given, 
knowledge which they had passed on to others and prayers on their behalf by 
a righteous child. Each individual will be judged according to his or her own 
actions and not that of others. However, if a deceased person has inspired 
someone to conduct good actions, they will also reap the reward for those deeds. 


“Allah burdens not a soul beyond what it can cope with. For it, (is only) that 
which it has earned, and against it, (only) that which it has deserved.” 
Qur’aan: [Surah Al Bagarah: Ch2:v286)] 


“Whosoever guides towards a goodness, will get virtues equal to the one who 
performs that goodness.' [Muslim]” 


Muslims are also encouraged to pray for, give charity on behalf of and visit 

the grave as a mark of remembrance of the person who has passed away. It is 

highly recommended that the family of the deceased maintain contact and a 

courteous relationship with close friends of the person who has passed away. 

This helps in the grieving process not just for the family but also for those 
who were close to the deceased. 











THE ISLAMIC SCHOOL 


S in ot 


Madrasah, meaning ‘school’, is an Arabic word derived from the root word “Da-ra-sa”, literally 
meaning "a place where learning and studying are done”. The term Madrasah is usually used specifically 
in reference to Islamic education institutes. 


'‘MADRASAH ) 








However over time the term "Madrasah" has incorrectly developed a negative meaning, whereby of 
the word "Madrasah" refers to a place where fundamentalist, Islamic instruction is combined with 
anti-western sentiment, or in the extreme, a place where terrorists are groomed. The reality is that 
Madaaris (plural of Madrasah), in no way promote violent behaviour towards other religions or sects. 
A common misunderstanding amongst people is that the “studying” in a Madrasah is harsh and 
children are scolded to force them to learn. The word Islam is derived from the Arabic root word 
“Sa-la-ma” which means submitting to or giving peace. Therefore Muslims generally oppose violence. 
Studying the true history of Islam shows that Islam has never been spread through violent means, such 
as torture, abuse, scolding, or killing, but has always been taught peacefully. 


In reality a Madrasah focuses on two main areas of education; teaching the Qur’aan and secondly 
teaching the Hadith. The aim of religious schools are to equip students, who can be children or adults, 
with sufficient religious knowledge and Islamic ethics to participate in society yet be able to practice 
their faith on a day to day basis. It teaches the individual right from wrong, so they are able to become 
better human beings. Besides perfecting prayers and learning supplications, Madrasahs also teach 
non-religious specific educational skills, for example; etiquettes, Arabic writing and literature, foreign 
languages, communicating and interpersonal skills, science, history and recreational activities etc. 
Madrasahs are non-political. Amongst many important facilities the Madrasah provides boarding to 
the poorer segments of society by admitting orphans and poor children, in order to provide them with 
education and training, so that they can also live a life of obedience to their creator. 


The Holy Prophet [peace be upon him] said: 
"Verily, what will continue to reach a believer, after his death, from amongst his actions and good 
deeds are: the knowledge which he taught and spread, the righteous child whom he left behind, and the 
Holy script which he delivered as heritage (transcribed, and made available)." (Ibn Majeh) 


Also it has been stated by Prophet Mohammed [pbuh]: 
“Teach others, make things easy, not difficult. When any of you is in a state of anger, let him remain 
silent.” (Bukhari, Ahmad) 
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Coffee * 
The history of coffee is quite interesting. 
An Arab shepherd named Khalid from 
Ethiopia noticed that his goats had 
more energy after eating a special 
berry. Khalid boiled these berries - 
and the result was coffee! From Ethiopia 
coffee spread to Yemen. Here it was 
used for religious purposes; the Sufis 
would drink coffee to stay awake all 
‘alle lal@e-lelem ele-\\melsm-jel-lei(-|Melele:-t-(e) tte 
Coffee arrived in Turkey and Makkah 
in the late 15th century, Italy in 1645, 
and England in 1650. The Arabic 
name “qahwa” became “kahve” in 
Turkish, then “caffé” in Italian — and 
fo) Merelel¢-1-Mmere)i(-|- MUM ttle liteB 


aii telay 

The first person to ‘fly’ was Abbas ibn 
Firnas in 852AD. He was a poet, 
astronomer and an engineer. His first 
Fl aCliule) @elelst-ii-}(-le Me) m-Mellel-L@eeli-iaie 
a wooden frame. He jumped from a 
minaret of the Grand Mosque in 
Ofelcolele}- Mm al cmereliliec-leltelim lea com Le 
a parachute instead, creating what is 
btalelelels) @comel-migl-Mile-)@el-le-lealli (mma (-) 
walked away with minor injuries. In 
875, at age 70, he tried again after 
ex-va(-veitiale B-Must-leisl ial Misl-(e(- Be) Miia (ale, 
eagles feathers and managed to stay 
in the air for around 10 minutes - 
however, the landing did not go well. He 
surmised that the problem was the 
lack of a tail to help soften the 
landing. He is honoured by having 
both a crater on the moon and 
im =r-1e1slei-(eMlal(-)gar-l¢(elgt-lm-ligelelam@ar-lusl-le| 
after him. 


Vaccination 
Children in Turkey were vaccinated 
with cowpox to prevent smallpox, 
so} fcle)itialigle mlm Coeslallell(-Melm llores icltceg) 
which is now essential in many aspects 
and occasions in life. Around 50 
years later, in 1724, the wife of the 
Starelitak-luslel-tt-t-lele moma Cimino ler. 
bigliom ele-lojt(e-mlalcom =it|ce)e]-» 
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In 953, the Sultan of Egypt demanded 
a writing tool which would not leak 
ink or stain his clothes. The ‘fountain 
pen’ was devised. Just like modern 
pens, this pen had a reservoir which 
held the ink, gravity and capillary 
action moved the ink to the writing tip 
of the pen, enabling it to write. 
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Camera 


The first camera was invented by Ibn 
Al-Haitham in the 10th century. He 
was a mathematician, a physicist and 
an astronomer. He understood that 
light enters the eye - whereas previously 
people believed, as the ancient 
Greeks did, that our eyes emit rays 
which allow us to see. By observing 
how light came in through a hole in 
window shutters, Ibn Al-Haitham 
realised that a smaller hole yielded a 
better picture. He created the first 
‘Camera’ Obscura, named so from 
the Arabic word “qamara” meaning a 
‘dark room’. 


Soap 
Muslims perfected a recipe for soap, 
which is still in use today. Washing 
and bathing are important religious 
obligations before prayer, hence the 
need to formulate something to aid this. 
The Ancient Egyptians and the Romans 
had a form of soap but used it more 
as pomade. Arab experimenters 
created a vegetable oil and sodium 
hydroxide base to which they added 
bic-lele- me e-em ie) Ce a) 
Crusaders entered the Arab lands, 
they earned a reputation of being 
‘pungent smelling invaders’ as they 
did not bathe regularly! In 1759, 
atlas) elele Mut tM lel (cele le-ve Mm Com =igleli- Lule) 
by a Muslim entrepreneur who opened 
Mahomed’s Indian Vapour Baths at 
the beach in Brighton. 


A Muslim surgeon named Al-Zahrawi 
constructed around 200 surgical 
instruments in the 10th century, many 
of which are still recognised today. 
These include scalpels, forceps, 
needles, precision scissors etc. When 
his pet monkey ate his lute strings, 
he realised that catgut could be used 
in the form of a capsule to allow 
medication to be ingested and also 
be used for stitching internal organs, 
as it dissolves away naturally. 
Al-Zahrawi devised ‘fine scissors’ for 
eye surgery. Another Muslim doctor 
developed the ‘hollow needle’ technique 
to extract cataracts from the eye - A 
technique still used today. 
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elt tare! 
Quilting - sewing two pieces of cloth 
together with a layer in-between, was 
brought back to Europe by the 
Crusaders when they noticed the 
Muslim armies did not wear armour, 
but instead wore canvas quilted 
shirts filled with straw. This was quite 
an improvement over the chafing that 
resulted from the metal armour the 
Crusaders were wearing. Quilted 
lal latoMe-licle Mm e]ce\ le (-e Me Me leleleme(-'-| Me) 
insulation and warmth — and hence 
reLbliidiaremel-ver-lus- MU -]a mele) el8it-lm lamers) (eli 9 
regions of Europe like Britain. 


PN geialitcleqiele- 
Roman and Norman buildings, which 
used ‘round arches’ were adapted 
with the discovery of ‘pointed arches’ 
used in the Islamic World. These 
Tose Matlel¢-M-jice)ale(-at-lglem-le)(-mcemel-1-16 
more weight. These can be seen on 
Gothic cathedrals across Europe. 
Other Islamic architectural methods 
WidliT-\e Mi aterlele(-migl-mcel- mu iigle(e\ mile) 
ribbed vaulting. The Islamic World’s 
Dome and Castle-building techniques 
clic sligereltler-fe Com il icelel--lumelellellale ie 
Tater[blellale mmm or-i¢-|e.-1t-Mmmmcoltl sce Mm Coll 6-8 
battlements and arrow slits. Henry V 
enlisted a Muslim to construct his 
castle. 


Islam’s most prolific scientist, Jabir 
lbn Hayyan, pioneered many of the 
basic processes and equipment still 
used by chemists today. He established 
the systematic approach to chemical 
experimentation, also still used today, 
Tale Mim <alelu a miolm@-1-)e-le-ltne melt let mel 
bf=1 dale m-lehi-lalt-le(-me)mial-Mellic-¢-lgle 8g) 
their boiling points. A process known 
as “distillation”. Jabir Ibn Hayyan 
also established liquefaction, filtration, 
ME leleleciilelammeligilecleu meee ccielittclteg) 
late mee) dielt-t-100) tM a (-ME-|ileMel (ele) -11-18| 
1b] lelelelglem-lelle Mallia (em: (ee m-laleMer(-r-1(-10| 
the alembic still which is used to 
create perfumes and rosewater. 
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Windmills were devised and constructed 
to draw up water from streams to 
Tealetc\c-mar-e(-1¢-1tle)ame-laleMe- litem Comme lalate 
corn. The first windmill was created 
in 634 for a Persian Caliph — 500 
years before the first ones were 
introduced in Europe. 


iM tol Mmm CIIL(- alel-ceMme(-\\/-)(e)e\- 0 Mm dal-) 
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the Middle Ages. However, movable 

brass type were in use in Islamic 

Spain 100 years prior, and that is 

where the West's first printing devices 
were made. 


WW (steiatclallersim arellal-r-ialale| 
In 1206 a Muslim engineer named 
Al-Jazari published a book called 
“Knowledge of Ingenious Mechanical 
Devices”. In it he described more than 
LOR Tals) (lola malseiilelslem-Reelulelialcicels 
Covel @e-laleMunl-reisr-lallerc| Mes lele).¢-M ele) -l 4-16) 
by water and weights. He also explained 
the use of valves an pistons. He is most 
ir luslelel-mielmeli-tee\/-lslnle Bis Mees celal lie 
a key mechanism in nearly all 
mechanical inventions, which turns 
rotary motion into linear motion — this 
can be used for internal combustion 
engines and to raise water to irrigate 

crops. 
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Around 825AD, there were two Muslim 
mathematicians known as Al-Khwarizimi 
and Al-Kindi they were amongst the 
first to write down a style of Arabic 
numerals which became the standard 
in use all over the world. The work of 
these and other Muslim Math scholars 
were later established into Europe 
by Italian mathematician Leonardo 
Fibonacci. Many of the works of 
Al-Khwarizmi and Al-Kindi formed 
mathematical theories and methodology 
ial (oieme-(¢- Mei (11mm Ul-i-le Ma Coler-\ Mm lacelleleliale 
Fe lfelolai tal mm cele lelilelii-iia'a-i (emma le leit: 
was named after al-Khwarizmi's book 
‘Al-Jabr wa Al-Muqaabilah’. Al-Kindi 
fe listere\i-¢-leM-laleiayel(elsme(-leelelislemmalliilel-1g 
patterns and frequency analysis — these 
helped decipher the codes of the 
ancient civilisations. 
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Astronomy ny Navigation 

Muslim astrot stone ‘numerous: The Chinese developed saltpetre Muslim geographers and navigators 
vege 2ments u ipon Ptolemy's findings (“Chinese snow”) for use in fireworks learned of the magnetic needle, 
as 3 @8 arly as ‘the | 9th centur ry. They and knew of no tactical military use possibly from the Chinese, and were 
the first astro! ynomers Boke | ispute for gunpowder, nor did they invent the first to use magnetic needles in 
haic ideas. In th heir critic of the its formula. Research by Reinuad navigation. They invented the compass 
Greeks, they s sy nthesised ‘proof that and Fave has clearly shown that and passed the knowledge of its use 
the sun is the ce itre of the Solai ar gunpowder was formulated initially by in navigation to the West. European 
sys stem and thi nat the orbits of | ld Muslim chemists. Furthermore, these navigators relied on Muslim pilots 
Earth and other | rp planets might — historians claim that the Muslims and their instruments when exploring 
ellip Dtica al. They F prot oducec noneds developed the first fire-arms. Notably, unknown territories. Gustav Le Bon 











of highly accurate setronomical Muslim armies used grenades and claims that the magnetic needle and 
table 2s. nd s tar charts. Man iny of the’ =) other weapons in their defence of compass were entirely invented by 
calc sulatio’ NS are sO pre ecise that the = Algericus against the Franks during the Muslims and that the Chinese 


are rege arded as conte emporary. The the 14th century. Jean Mathes had little to do with it. Neckham also 

Alphonsine Tables" wre little more indicates that the Muslim rulers had states that the Chinese probably 

than co; copies of works on : astronomy stock-piles of grenades, rifles, crude learned of it from Muslim traders. It 

trai nsi mitted to Europe via Isla Tilted cannons, incendiary devices, sulfur is noteworthy that the Chinese 

Spain; spe ecifically, the Toledo oxeyitlesc-lale Mm e)[-](0) (Mme (-1er-10(-1- 9 o)>1(0) (1 improved their navigational expertise 

Tables. such devices were used in Europe. after they began interacting with the 
The first mention of a cannon was in Muslims during the 8th century. 
an Arabic text around 1300 A.D.; 
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Op’ tom etry Roger Bacon learned of the formula 
Ibn Fir nas of Isla mic Spain n inventes folme ibis) ere\i felis from Latin translations Glass Mirrors 
eyeglasses duri ng the 9th | ane. of Arabic books. Glass mirrors were in use in Islamic 
and were manufactu' ee ane d sold Spain as early as the 11th century. 


throughout Spz ain for over two centuries. The Venetians learned of the art of 
Any me nti pall fe f eye: glass sses ee ‘Roger fine glass production from Syrian 
E 3acol n was 5 simp ly a a regurgite ation of US Taame (rele le-lelul-ie-melcoleltie lem lalcelle artisans during the 9th and 10th 
the e thts of Al-H -Hi jaythar am @. 1039), volumes of books on the geography centuries. 





arch Teseal frequently of Africa, Asia, India, China and the 
sfen Tatel{-S-Mrellalale Me tal-mes)tamciicellle lim com cal. 
15th century. These writings included Clocks 


atte: the world's first geographical A variety of mechanical clocks were 
Ap finite nature ; of encyclopaedias, almanacs and road produced by Spanish Muslim 

























The conc pt of the 
matte r was first introduc ed by Muslim Ps. [bn Battutah’s 14th century —_ engineers, both large and small, and 
scholar Al- -Biruni. He disc wared: that, masterpieces provide a detailed view this knowledge was transmitted to 


of the geography of the ancient Eu th h Latin translations of 
F-lhtateltle ni ter nal ‘ its fe rT 7 é rope roug 
i aoe pe a rag uae wh world. The Muslim geographers far Islamic books on mechanics. These 


the same. Thu s, for rinstance, if wa ater Se exceeded the output by Europeans clocks were weight-driven; designs 


is heated to stec am; if. salt is regarding the geography of these and illustrations of epicycle and 
dissolved in v ae oe the total mas: 3s regions well into the 18th century. segmental gears were provided. One 
remains unchar inged. The : princ ples of such clock included a mercury 
this discovery | were Geasegeaaa escapement. The latter type was 
centuries before by Islami ic Persia's directly copied by Europeans during 
great s ‘scholar, AL-Bi runi @. 1050). The pendulum was discovered by the 15th century. In addition, during 


Lavoisier was a disciple of the Ibn Yunus Al-Masri during the 10th the 9th century, Ibn Firnas of Islamic 


Mus slim che mists } ANC d physi icists ant d century, who was the first to study Spain, according to Will Durant, 
referred to their bo oks » fre eque tly and document its oscillatory motion. invented a watch-like device which 


Antione La avoisier later introduced Its value for use in clocks was kept accurate time. The Muslims 
these principles to Europe during 3 the introduced by Muslim physicists also constructed a variety of highly 


18th century. during the 15th century. vans pratiabiedating clocks for 


Cheques 
The modern cheque comes from the 
Arabic ‘saqq’, a written vow to pay for 
goods when they were delivered, to 
avoid money having to be transported 
across dangerous terrain. In the 9th 
century, a Muslim businessman 


could cash a cheque in China drawn 
on his bank in Baghdad. 
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